A New 5 
Wherein many Truths are "tainly Þ 
opened by way of Queſtion and An- 
wer, which may be a help and furtherance un - 


toallcender hearced people, who are breathing 
afrer che Lord, and waits for Redemprion and 


Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ALSO, 


| Vomething concerning the Foundation 
and Principle of che poor afth&ted people of 
God (called Quakers) and of their Faith and 
Love rowards God, and rheir good Will unto 
Men, being alſo plainly demonſtraced by Way 


of Queſtion and Anſwer. 


| Given forth in the labour of Love, and 


puc to View for the Service of rchis pre- 
ſent Generation, and alſo Generati- 
Ons ro COMRe 


William S mith. 


Printed in the Year, 1665. 


There is alſo Re-printed a 


PRIMMER; 


Wherein 1s demonſtrated 


The New and Living Way; 


Held forth by way of £zeſtzon and 47- 
ſwer, as from a Child's Enquiry afcer Truth, 
to be informed by the Father. 


Here being divers particulars Anſwer'd.and plain- 
ly opened, that may bg profitable boch in this 
preſenc Age, ahi Ages to come. 


Publiſhed for the berigfic of all ſors of people, 
azd-may he very ſci viceable for every Family,. and of 
great nic for young Childrento learn in, ſo 190n as they 
can underſtand their Language, thpt they in the fear of 
God my be inftre&<d, and remember their Creator: 
in the dayes of ther Youth. | 
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O:hey F aud otions can no nun lay than that which 

of. is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 

Behold, I write unto you buh Old and Toung, tht 
nou may know the Truth, and that the Truth 
may make you free. 


For which I Travel,-nduring AﬀMiction for the 
Truths fake, WILLIAM SMITH. 
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The Primer or Cacechiſm may be h:d euher 
Bound together, or a patrr, 
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An Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Reader, 
How art to underſtand, that the na* 
tural man canneither ſee nor receive 

the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
Spiritually diſcerned, and it is the Spi- 
ritual minde that is onely in a capacity 
to receive and nnderſtand thoſe things 
which by the Spirit is declared aud made 
manifeſt , for the ' Spirit is the key by 
which Divine traths are opened, and by \ 
the intelligence of it they alſo come \ 
to be underſtood, and the teſtimony which 
hath been publiſhed and held furth unto 

the precious truth of God in theſe latter 
dayes, hath been abundantly ſpread «- 
broad, by the Sprrts, Power and demon- 
ſtration, through the faithfull and cho- 
ſen witneſſeſs of the New birth,;unto whom 
the Lord God everlaſting, hath revealed | 
his ſecrets, and open the myſteries of his 
re | A 3 glorious {4 


olorious kingdome ; and hath given unto 
them the tongue of the learned, and the 
power and wiſdome of his heavenly life, 
whereby they are able to divide the word 
aright, and to diſpence the Goſpel of ever. 
laſting peace , and they have faithfully 


feryed the MR in their generation, and 


his commandements, but early and late 
have. Iaboured in "their holy calling 
wherennto the Lord hath called them in 
the work, of the Goſpel, and their teſtimo- 
ny doth. ſtand for God this day, and is'be- 
come a ſweet Savour-in. the hearts of na- 
Ys and that .gloriows truthwhich ſo plen- 
tj ully hath been porered forth by the ho- 
ty Spirit of God, and fo wonderfully is 


his faithfull Servants, 'it doth ſtand and 
remaine\as.a ſure tec ane which cannot be 
racea ont, Cy that Po it might be \ſaffecient 
10 clear the Lord; faithfull ſervants or 
their ow behalf,.as alſo to leave, all peaple 
without excuſe, wha hitherto, \have ſhut 
their hearts, agate zþ.,n yet ſach, ir\Gods 

| tender 
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have not been negligent to run the way of 


ſpread abroad through the teitimony of 


tender love, that be continues his favours 
and goodneſs, and in the openings of him- 
ſelfe in the riches of his mercy, he fills his 
children and ſervants with an overflowing 
cup of his precious virtue, which yet 
doth conſtraine them to make known the 
true and perfect way of peace, and to pro- 
claime the word of eternal life unto the 
Sons and Daughters of men, and though 
many have walked unworthily, and bave 
requited the Lord unkindly, yet- doth 
his compaſſion move to his own begotten 
that ſits in deſolate and ſollitary places, as 
a babe without comfort, and in the vertue | 
of his own life be keeps his teſtimony freſh 
upon the hearts of his meſſengers, and they 
run in his power and are not weary; and 
walkes in hjs love and are not faint; but 
continues in their race of well doive 
though many faces have ever been ſet a- © 
gainſt them : therefore whoſoever thou art 
that reads in this. booke, conſider theend 
\ of its wanifiſtation, for it 15 not publijigd 
. tae onely;ſten and read, but to. manifes? 
\sbetrath 95.54 is in Teſs, which-thou art 
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to weigh'and ponder in the fear of God, 
- for the matter in this booke doth lye out 
of ſrght to the carnal cye, and the matter 
cannot be underſtood by; reading the 
words onely, but by takthe heed to the 


meaſurc of Gods Spirit in thee, for if 


thou doe not read with the Spirit of God 
72 thee, . thou cannot underſtand the mat- 


| fer in the words, though thou may read 


them over and over ; for whoſoever would 
come to the true knowledge 'of God they 
muSt come to the meaſure of his 8pirit 
themſelves, or otherwiſe they may read but 
reap 10 profit, and ſo the Scriptures have 
been read and heard, but the Spirit not 
" being minded in thoſe that read and hear, 
\ there is not an underſtanding of the mat- 
"ter of which the words teſtifie, and ſo the 
- #he»book. 3s ſealed though the words be 
read and heard, (mrarke that) ſor there is 
\ zot another way to come to the true know - 
 dedge "of God, but through death to that 
part which would comprebiind hine;' and 
|" Though a Faithfull teſtimony may be: pnb- 

$£ 50nd by words aud writings,” yet cannot 


any 


any thereby come to the knowledg of God, 
for God is not ſo to be. comprehended, 
therefore it concernes every one that comes 
into the world to minde the light Fd 
Chriſt, with which they are enlightened, 
O& to wait in it for the Revelation of God; 
for there is none knowes the Father but 
the Son, and he to whom the $on reveales 
him, and whoſoev er would compaſs the 
knowledge of God in any other way, or 
by any other thing , they can never come 
to a true knowledge of him: for where 
the will and deſire 3s let at liberty to the 
comprehending «of God and Chriſt,there the 
minde everruns the true light in which the 


7+ | ſecrets of God are opened and revealed, 


and though words and writings may in 
themſelves be true, yet none can profit by 
them, but as they joyn to that of God in 
themſelves, for the ſecrets of God cannot 
be any otherwiſe known or attained, but 
as there is a patient waiting in that. which 
openeth,by it to be gathered into the nature 
of that which is opened, and whoſyever in- 
oreaſs hnowledy by any other way,it is the 
vaile which ſpreads over their hearts, and 

FE blindes 


4 "know, and ſtrives wvith that part to cOm- 


pearance of God in bis light and life, and 
thorgh. ſuch 75 ( gather- knowledge may 
ſeem wiſe in what they kn w, and in their 


blinds their mindes for beholding the ap4'* 


its 
T) 
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knowledge ſatisfie themſelues, and eSteeme|[91 


themſelves tr.be the higheſt 3 yet notwith- 
Jtanding they are as ſtrangers unto the 
heavenly miſteries of the glorious King- 
dome, for though the natural man may 
hear all words, and read all writings 
which from the life is declared, yet is the 
-miſtery hid from his eyes , and by how 


wich he ſearches in his own wiſdom to 


prehend the mifterie in the words decla- 
"reds by ſo ernch the more d 1th he thicken 
the vaile-apon his underſtanding, and 
"5h gh a man may fill bimſelfe with ſuch 
a knovvuledet,; and by his curious. ſearch- 


ing gather und compaſs much riches, yet it 


*F-13-0re but enriching the falſe birth | 


*e>\exaltingit with.pride in the apprehen- 


"012 -of #ts riches, and though ſuch 4:7847! 


*perfwade himſelf that be knows all things, | 
yet be knows nothing. as he onght to krow, | 


neither 
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2p either is be any more but as: ſounding 


xdIBraſs, and a tinkling Cymbal; _ and there 


47 


's 220 greater danger: then to fall into this 


eix Sea of Knowledg, and to be toſſed: about 
mepwith its reStHeſs waves; for it is as poſ- 


th. 
be 


12- 


ible to nurtber the Stars in 'the Firma- 
ment, as for a mag that ſwims in the 
Sea of Knowleag to be at reſt. * $0, Rea- 
der, this learn to wnder$tand, that the 
way of God is not as the way uf man 5 and 
it is mo$t. certain, that he:which ſeeks 
riches. by. his own knowledg, he runs int 
his own..way, and the-end of that way is 
death, but the way 'of God is life «ana 
peace, and: there is none canfind' tt with 
all their. ſearching wend. eorprehending, 
but by quiet and. patient waiting, where - 
by man comes to feel the light of Chris? 
with which. he is eulightencd, » and" fo 
comes town into the humility, ud. eto 
the, poverty, mwhene:be lightftaps his 
wandetings and runnings, 4nd .preocnts 
bam for-walking-in his own way,and:with 
the \light,he. comes: torſee:the danger that 
\ De-þo witty anrd.1ſo: comes to. and Fill in 
as ſulence 


flence, in which man being contented,pre 
and waiting patiently upon God, the light|con 
will turn him from his own way, andlin 
the cunning devices of his own heart,and| an 
bring him into the new and living way,| co: 
and there will become his leader and\th 
teacher, and ſo lead him in the croſs to| wl 
his own. Will, Wiſdome, and Reaſon, the| ne 
power of God which is the croſs of Chriſt.) on 
will ſtrike over it, and croſs it, and yoak| at 
it down, and ſo he will be buntbled to thel is 
death of the Croſs,” where to his own wiſ-\ pi 
dome he. will become a fool, and to his| gs 
own riches he will become poor, and there p« 
dye: the death to'his own life, and then 
the babe riſes up in the power, and the) ut 
| ſecrets of God is with it, and that is the ſu 
great gain of godlinefs,when man is draw-| ſe 

en out. of bimelf, and comes to Christ, in| n 

whom is all the treaſures of wiſdom and) fi 

true knowledg, and in whom the fulneſs| 3 
, of the. God-head.. dwelleth bodily ; this| a 
is true tranſlation out of the earthly] i; 
«into the heavenly, wherethe babe knows, t 
+ the F ather, and fits in the feeling of his| ſt 


preſenc 


bt 
PA 


2d 
'Y, 
2d 
fo 
he 
ſt, 
al 
be 
i 
his 
re 
en 
he 
be 


dpreſence with joy, and there it is truly 


contented with what it hath, and waits 
in patience to receive what it hath not, 
and whether it have more or leſs, it is 
contented, and covets not beyond the fa- 
thers giving; and here is immortal food 
which ſatisfies the immortal ſoul, which 
never can be compaſſed or gained in"mans 
own way, ſo to die is the greatesf gain, 
and to become a fool, poor and nothing, 
is the way to be truly wiſe, rich, and 
poſſeſſe all things, and through this ſtrait 
gate, and in this narrow way is perfe@ 
peace and ret for ever, 

And now, Reader, be thou diligent to 
underſtand what thou readeſt, and con- 
| ſider thy preſent ſtate, that thou may not 
ſecure thy ſelf in thy own way as if there 
was no danger, and take up thy ref be. 
fore thou haſt paſſed through death, there 
is that in thee which would ſave its life, 
and will reaſon ſtrongly to defend it, but 
if thou love that life and ſeek to ſave it, 


thou looſes life eternal, therefore be con- 
ſederate, the matter is weighty, and do 
got 


\. Compaſſed God and Chriſt 


lief, nor do not wrong thy ſelf with a vain 
bope, as if all ſhould be well hereafter, 
| but wait to underſtand what the power o 

| God hath done for thee, and what thou 
' haſt denied in pure love to God, for if thou 
do mot follow Chriſt in the daily Croſs, 


thou art not his Diſciple, and if not a Di-| 
ſeiple, thex not an heir of God, nor a joynt| 


heir with Chriſt of the heavenly inheri- 
tance, therefore pleaſe not thy ſelf with 
thy own comprehenſions, as if thou had 
with thy own 
wiſdome., but conſider whether thou be 
regenerated and born again of incorrup - 
fible ſeed,” and whether thou ſit in the joy 
of Gods ſalvation, and whether thou have 
thy portion in his Kingdom, this is 
werghty for thee to conſider , for ifin ſome 
meaſure this be not fulfilled in thee, and 
| witzeſſed by thee, in deed and in truth, 

thy latter end will be bitterneſs if thow 
| continue:mm thine own way, and then thy 
| fair ſayings will not help thee, nor thy 
| wealth and riches comfort thee,” when the 


Lord ſaies, Depart from me. Therefore 
bow 


' mot deceive thy ſelf through thy own be. 
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low #0 #he day the Lord in thy Conſci- 


inkence, that thou may feel Cariftto comguenr 


r, the reſteſſe part in thee, aud to ſubjedt 


O 


Athe worker of iniquity 3 and do nat Out 


Wu lſtand the tenders of Gods love unto thee, 


OH 


but when he calls da thou hearken, a 
whex he reproves do thou obey, and whe 


"the commands do thox follow, and then, 


where ever he leads thee, he will be with 
thee, and in all. thy afflifions be will 
comfort thee, and with his arm of power 
he wall ſupport thee, and out of all thy 
troxbles he will dels wer thee, and there 
thon'wilt know hint. and fe el biz beyoud 
thy. own wiſdom and reaſon. and he will 
make thee run' when thy xeaſon would 
SFop't#hee, and will be ready to ſave thee 
when the enemy tempts thee; and ſo thox. -. 
wilt know h:1z a God, at beyd, if thaw he 

aathful to his councel, therefore fear. b&e 


fore him, and ſubmit unto þimt whilſs his 


love is to thee, fur. he is God, and there 
is wot another, who can ſee him, - and 
live 2 who can ſtand bef.re him and not 
be conſumed © who can eat cf the tree of 
life and not die by the flaming Sword £ 
All 


/ 


i. Feſtimonie without thee, thou wilt feel a 
'» perfe® cloſing with the matter in unitie, 


* both read and profits and if ſo it come 


, 4 


ſeeks the good and welfare of 


All fleſh is graſs, and the height of all it 
glorie mit paſs aways but who are bory 
of the ſeed immortal, they ſhall proſper, - 
whto a fair ſtature in Chriif, and in him 
live for ever. So do thou mind the ligh 
and power of God in thy Conſtience, and 
read in meekneſs and fear, and the truth ( 
in thy inward parts will anſwer to the 

truth of what thou readeit, for truth is} 
but one in all, and it anſwers to its own 
4s face anſwers face in a glaſs; and if, 
thou with the truth in thee, readeſt the 


for in the truth there is neither error nor 
deceit, but a plain, fimple, harmleſs, up- 
right life in all godly ſincerity, in which 
thou feeling thy heart diſpoſed, thou wilt 


ro-paſs concerning thee, give God the 
praiſe andglory, and therein the labour of 


my love will have true rejoycing, who 
all men, 


and the glory of, pf One; 


g 
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ACATECHISME &c. 
75] Quelt. ia Ow doth God man; fejr k:zi(elf 
272 | f anto man, fo as man muy 
if] know him to be what he js £ 
el Anſw. By opening himſelf in his love, 
4| whereby his own light breaketh forth 
2, | from himſelf, in which he manifeits hi» 
r | ſelf unto man, to be what he is. 

-| Q. Whatis that light, by which God 
h| manifeits himſelf unto man * 
/t| 4. That light is Chriſt, who is one © 
ze| with God. £-5J 
e| Q. But is thelight of Chriſt, one with 
of] God in nature £ i 
o| 4. Yes, for Godis light, and the light 5 
2, [15 one with his nature. | 
Q. How doth Chriſt manifeſt the nature 
of God £ 
A. In his Iight and life, in which he 
4 EB. z5. is 


{ 1sthe brightneſs of the Fathers ory ,ahd 
* the expreſs image of his perſon. 
Q. . And where is ſuch a manifeſtation 
cf God to be hnown 2 © 
A. Ttis to be known within man., 
Q. Doth God manifest himſelf within 
mansF 
A. Yes, and man cannot know tum 
by any other way, but by the manite- 
. ſtation of him{clf in his light within 
EDM. :. 
.Q. And hath every man ſuch a light 
within him, ' by which God doth manifcſt 
himjelf unto him & 
A. Yes,. for every man that comes 1n- 
to the world is enlightned by Chrilt. 
Q. 4nd is that the true light with which 
every man is enlightned. ? 
- «A. Yes,itis the true light, for it isthe 
- hghtof Chriſt. 
=. Q. 4nd i there not another way to 
” cometo the knowledge of God, but by that 
\ light within? 
A. Nay, there is not, for Chriſt is the 
light, and Chriſt is the way,arid all other | 


way CS 
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wayes leadsfrom God, T7; 
Q. How may it be known that the light 
doth:come/rom God, and. that God doth 
manife ft himfelf IF inite” 

A. Becauſe te light pure, holy.juſt; 
and righteous, which is the nature of * 
God. 

Q. Znt how. may it be known in ſuch a 
manifeſtation of its purity ? 

A. By Its checking, convincing, and 
reproving for fin, and every evil thought, 
word, and work, which man inthe fall 
hath a love-unto, and pleaſure in, 

Q.' But is rhat which checks and re- 
roves man in his ns. for bis ſon, 
the true light of Chriſt £ 

A. Yes, for there 15 nothing elſe within 
man that will check or reprove him fos 3 
{in and evil. & 

But may it not be a natural licks 
within man that hath ſuch reflexions up* 
on him for his ſim and-evil, as to convinced 
anel reprove bin for it ? 

A. It is the natural light of Chriſt; 
rd not of man in the fall, for there his | 
B 2 na- 4 


(4) 
nature 1s corrupted, and the powers of 
darkneſs hath. dominion over him, and 
that 1s the natyre from which all fin and 
evil is comnutted; and that nature which 
commits fin, will never convince or re- 
prove for it; forif it was ſo, it would 
be again{t it felf, and therefore ir muſt 
* needs be, that1t is the light of Chriſt 
which convinces and reproves for in, 
E- becauſe in him there is no ſin, and the 


is againſt him, which with his light he 

reproveth, as being againſt him, and ſo 

it 1s a natural light from Chriſt, which 
' reproves the natural man inthe fall. 

Q. But hath man at any time known 
+ God as he 2s God, by that light which 3s 
*. within him? ' 

þ:. A. Yes, forthe Apoſtle ſaid, Thelight 
& which fbines in our hearts, gives us the 
& light of the knowledg of the glory of 
® - God, 1n the face of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo 
he hath been known, and is known, ac- 
©. cording to the meaſure of light manifeſt 
WY in Chit within man. 

* | Q. 4nd 
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{ſn is committed in another nature, and |. 
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Q. And is there any thing in tnan that 
3 of a contrary nature to the light, which 
doth oppoſe it, and by which man is vait- 
ed from the knowledge of God ? 

A. Yes, there is darkneſs in man, in 
which the feed of enmity lodgeth which 
doth oppoſe the light, and vailes man 
from the knowledg of God. 


— 


Q. _— — — and light. in op*. 


ofition one to the nther 2 - 
A. In their ſeveral workings, accord-** 
ing to their natures; for darkneſs leads 
o that which is evil, and the light leads 
o that whichis good, and fo they are in 
ppolition on2 to the other, for when 
the darkneſs worketh unto fin, theJight 
eproves it, and when the light worketh 
nto good, the darkneſs oppoles It in en- 
mity. 1 
Q. And doth the EledHion and Rapeyt 
bation ſtand in' the Natures or Seeds of 
light and darkneſs 2 36 
A.Yes,it doth fo, for the ſeed of light 
is Chriſt, whom God hath, ele&ed an1 
choſeh ' before the foundation” of rhe 2 
B 3/  warld, ? 


ab —_— 
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world, and the Ke of : darkngls 1 1s the 
Devil and enmity which is reprpbated 
for ever. 

+Y And did Jacob :and Elau' (6 gnifie 
th: nature of theſe ſeed. , 28 which the © RO 
lJeFion and KReprob. tor ſtandeth : E 

A.. Yes, they did 10, for Jacob was 
of the true ſeed of Abraham, the tather 
7 of the faithful, unto whom God ſealed 

4. His Coven: 2ar, and to his feeds ſeed for e- 
yer; and Eſa was of the ſeed of Enmi- 
ty, 3 {o. was out of Gods Covenant 
Reprobated. 

Q. Hom did, ſac: b aud Eſau ſtand i 
the fight of God whilst they were in the 
worth, ſeeing that before they were born, 
ar "I done either good or cvil, Jacob 
was loved of God, and Eſau bated: ? 

A. They ſtood in their natures '0 
ſeeds in1which each; was conceived, anc 
though both in Zebekahs womb as twins 
yet the one was of fleth, the other of ſpi 
rit, and Eſa being of the fleſh, he. was 
out of Gods Covenant, and Tacoh, being 
the true ſeed, he was in Gods Covenant; 
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ſo Jacob was-in the Eletion and God 
loved him, but Eſaz was in the reproba- 
tion and God hated him, and thus God 
beheld them in the womb before they 
had. done either good or evil, that 
his own purpoſe according to Election 
might ſtand. 

Q. And hath theſe natures or ſceds 
been in every man through all genzrati» | 
ons ? 

A. Yes, they have fo, for they {ignt- ' 
fied two natures or >eople, and ſo Natti- 
on hath been againſt Nation in man 
through all generations, in the natures of 
the two ſeeeds. 

Q. What is the e ſtate and condition of 
people that remaine in the fall, and abides 
in the tranſereſſror ? | 

A.. A ſtate of trouble and vexation | 
of Spirit. l 

Q. What diſpenſations muſt people 
paſſe therow to come unto peace and relt 
in God? 

A. They muſt paſs thorow the diſpen- } 
{ation of the Law and the Prophets, wun- * 
B 4 ro » 


(8) 
and peace eternal. 

Q. What 3s the Law in it ſelfe £ 

A. It is holy, ſpiritual, juſt and good. 

O. Is not that which is holy, ſpiritual, 
juſt and- good, a diſpenſation in which 
peace and ret is enjoyed ? 

A. As tt comes to be fulhiled by 
Chriſt it 1s, but the diſpenſation of 1t, 
as It 1s the Law, isnort, for the Law 
makes nothing perfe&, and there can be 
no true reſt and peace, bur in that which 
1s perfect and makes perfect. 

Q. What then doth the adminiſtration 
| of the Law ſerve unto, if it make nothing 
| perfe@? 

{ © 4A It ſerves as a Schoolemaſter to 
bring unto Chriſt. 

' Q How7s it as a Schoolemaſter in its 
* adminiſtration? 

| 24. In correfting and judging the 
© tranſgreſſour, and inſtrafting and teach- 

"ing in righteouſneſs, for the Law was 

| added becauſe of tranſgreſſion. 

| Q. 1s rot Chriſt manifeit throwgh the 

: ; diſpen- 


to Chriſt theſubſtance, in whom is reſt [i/ 
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rophets & 
A. According to that diſpenſation 
nto which they ſerve, he is ſo, but it is 
but darkly asin a glaſs. 

. How mut the Law and the Pro- 
phets be paſſed thorow to come unio Chriſt 
who fulfills them. 

A. By obſerving the Statutes and Or- 
dinances that is therein contained , 
whereby there isa going forward to the 
more full enjoyment of the perfeftion 
of Chriſt, who fulfills the Law and the 
Prophets, in the more glorious appear- 
ance cf his own fulneſsand perfect life. . 
Q. 1s the adminiſtration of the Law in 
force in this preſent age ? 

A. Yes, itisin force to take hold up- 
on all tranſgreſlours, and it is Miniſtred 
n juſtice againſt the trangreſlour, which 
crres from the Statutes and Ordinances 
that is therein contained. : 

Q. But are not people in this age nn+ 
der a Goſpel adminiſtration, and are 
they to be brought back again under the 
Law ? A. They 
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if They that have not paſſed thoroug] 
the adminiſtration of the Law in them 
ſelves, they are not under a Goſpel ad 
miniſtration, and therefore they canno 
be brought back again, becauſe the) 
never went forward, but they are to be 
brought into that which hitherto the 
have not known nor underſtood, for : 
Goſpel adminiſtration barely profeſle 
wiltnor doe people any good, and fo i 
isthat many inthis age looks over the 
Law as an adminiſtration below their 
profeſiion, and that the Law was a more 
proper adminiſtration in ages paſt, and 
more particularly to the Jews, not un- 
derſtanding that it hath its proper ad- 
miniſtration in man, whileſt fin and 
tranſgrelſion remaines in him, and ſoit 
is 'in as full force in this age, upon all 
tran{greſlours,asever it hath been in ages 
paſt 3. for whoſoever in this age that 
doth offend i in one point of it, they will 
be found- guilty of all, and the judge- 
ment will take hold to the correcting 
of the. © guilty, tor God will by no _—_— 
clear 
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glElcar the guilty. | 

Q.. And is the throne of Pia ſor 
up under the Law to judge and condenme 
nodthe tranſgreſors of the' Law? 


A.. Yes, itis lo, 'that every man might 


) be fear the Lord G od. who gives forth his 


he 


or 


Law in man to be kept and not to be 
broken. 

Q. But 7s it polſe ble that man can keep 
the Law in all things, and not offend in a+ 
ay thing, or that he can performe the re- 
quirings of God in that diſpenſation as it 
is a Covenant of works, 

4. If there was, not a poſſibility on 
"doi part ta keep it, thenit would ſeem 
hard that:the Lord: ſhould command it 
and requizeit, and for not keeping it to 
judge and condeinne for it : andthere 
was ſome in ages paſt, that walked be- 
fore the Lord with perfect hearts, and 
that under the adminiſtration of the 
Law,: but. the ſhortneſs of obſerving on 
mans part.1s the weakneb and unprofit- 
ableneſs of the fleſh, fo that' he many 
times Cannot doe; che things that he : 

would, 


_ 
 , would, and therein the firſt Covenant 1 
found faulty, not init ſelfe, but in the 
ſinfall fleſh 3 and if it had not been of” 
concerning the. gbſerving of the firſt 
Covenant, there could not be place for 
the ſecond. and therefore the-works of 
the firſt Covenant doth not -obtaine life oy 
and ſalvation, but the free grace inthe 7 
ſecond Covenant, that all people might 
dye to themſelves according to the fleſh, 
and liveunto God according to the ſpi- 
rit, that ſolife and ſalvation may not be 
of works but by Grace, in therich mer- 
cy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, who 
in his full and glorious appearance in | 
| man 1s theend of the Law for righte- 
- ouſneſs, and brings life and immortality | 
to light by the Cofpel, and then there 1s 
* no more ſervitude or bondage under the 
| Law, becauſe of the weakneſs of the 
* fleſh, but redemption wrought by the | 
| power of Chriſt from under ir, into a | 
© more perfett ſtate of freedome and li- |, 
| berty in his own life. 
Q_ What is ſignified by the mpegs 
; A. e 
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_ A. The nearcr approaching or draw- 
Pl Iz nigh of Chriſt in his own fulneſs and 
Wy : nd perfect lite, that whereas he hath 
-(oEcn {cen but darkly, as in a glaſs, under 
je the Law, he may be ſeen with open face 
& þ2 tne compleat beauty of his own glo- 
e £10 tne Colpel. | | 
= Q Of what ſervice are the Scriptures 
p they are givenforth and recorded with- 
. wut ? 
- A. Much every way unto thoſe that 
ſhave received the ſame Spirit from 
, ſyhich they were givenforth, for unto ſuch 
, febey are profitable, and makes wiſe un- 
ſto falvation,and are unto them of ſervice 
for 1n{truction, edification and comfort, 
: he ſame Spilit in them recetving the 
: [Teſtimony of the Spirit as it 1s declared 
- þnthe Scripture, and there «1s an agree- 
[ment and unionin the Spirit within, and 


alſo in the words without, and fo there 
Is inſtruction, edification and comfort b 
he Scriptures unto all that are inthe 
, fame Spirit asgave them forth. 

Q. But are they of no further ſervice 
then 


$ 


I 
#hen onely « Tiflominy of thoſe Bing] 
which was preſert in that tine? 

;.' 4.: So much of them as was given 
forth by the holy men of God, through bc 
the injpiration of the Aln! ig ty, theyſſ"* 
teſtzhe of Chriſt, who was.and 135,andi 15tO 
come, and that is one ly their ſervice mPP 
their place, that through the Teſtzmony Du 
therein declared unto Chriſt, all peopleÞ*© 
- might come mito him, and have life: 

Q.- By what doth Chriſt manifeſt his}! 
life," ſo as that it may be known to be his on 
life e + 

4A By his lighthe manifeſts it, and as? 
the light is received by which it 1s ma- 

nifeſt, ſo1s life received in it. a 

Q._Is the light and the life diſtin FO 
Principles ? 

A. Nay, the light: is Chriſt, and the = 
life: is Chriſt, and they are not diſtinct 
Principles, bur he 1s known to be light lic 
in manifeſting; arid life inguickening. 

©. Q: What is the adminiſtration of Chriſt Ju 
in the appearance of his own fiulneſs a and}/** 


VB _ life? 


A. A 
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A. An EE 422 of love, gtace, 
nd megcy. | 
nl Q. 4Anddoth he appear to ſalvation in 
hat adminiſtration of his love, grace and. 
[crc E 

of 4+ To as many asreceives him in that 
Appearance, he becomes their ſalvation, 
but ſuch as reject him, he 1s their con- 
[a demnation. 

Q, 1s not that adminiſtration univer- 
al to ſalvation £ ; 

A. The manifeſtation of it is unver- 
ſal unto all, but unbelievers haveno part. | 
asÞin it, as an adminiſtration to ſalvatian. 

Q. What 3s his adminiſtration in that 
appearance of love, grace, and mercy, un- 
ah to ſuch as rejeF him? | 
| A. An adminiſtration of Judgment, 
160 to cut down and deſtroy the worker of 
&| iniquity, and the gain-ſaying and rebel- 
1 ious nature. 

Q. How doth he appear in love and, 
if judgment, in one and the ſame admini- 
ration ? 
A. He appears in love to the tender 
- breath- 
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breathings which ſimply thirſteth aſter 
him, and in judgment to the obſtinate 
and rebellious nature, that ſtands in op- 
poſition againſt him. 

. How is this adminiſtration of the 
love, grace, and mercy of Chriſt to be at- 
tained? 

A. By hislight in the conſcience, for 
the light is manifeſt from his love and 
hfe, and guids up to hislove and life all 
that obey it in its manifeſtation. 

Q. How doth the light manif:ſt it ſelf 
zr order to the attainment of life ? 

A. It manifeſts it ſelf againſt all that 
in man, which alienates im from the 

life. 
'  Q How is manalicnated from the life ? 

A. By the power of darkneſs which 
ruleth in him, and leads him captive. 

Q. What 3s captivity? 

A. The bondage of the ſeed of God. 

Q. What is that which cauſes bondage 
and captivity upon the ſeed of God ? 

A. The ſeed of the evil doer, and 
the ' generation of its unclean nature, 
from 
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from which 1s produced all the hearts } 
ute luſts with which the holy ſeed of God is : 
op; oppreſled and burdened. | 
Q. But doth ihe light of Chriſt in | 

the] the Conſcience make manifest the ground *} 
at-f| of bondage : 
A. Yes, for the ground of bondage is 

for} darkneſs, and the light makes darknÞſs 
nd manifeſt, and appears againlt it, and all 
all] the deeds of 1t. | 
Q. What 7s the State of man in beud- * 
ſelf} age? | 
A. A ſtate of gnet, ſorrow, pain, an- 

at guiſh, tribulation, diſtreſs, ;ohing,mourn- 
the ng, crying, COm ol: aining, heavineſs and 
groaning. | 

e? CL 2s that the ſtate of all people that 
ch are alienated from the life of Chrilt ? 43 
A. Yes, for manin the fall and inthe 
apoltacy is es the power of darkneſs, 

df and all the evil deeds of darkitels cendets 
SY. together in 2 »ody, and that ivthe body 
of fin and dearth that lies upon him, and - 

adſ the ſeed of God travels in Pan under It,” 
Cy and proansto bedelivered, 
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Q. But are not As Bs Joyful whilſt 

; they are alienated from the life of Chriſt 2 

F A. the ſeed of theevil doer may re- 

+ Joyce over the ſeed of God, but that joy ( 

1s bondage, and it isa Joy that muſt come | 
into mourning, and end in forrow,and in 
the midſt of that joy there 1s ſometimes 
aenle of trouble and pain. 

_.. Q. What are the deeds of darkneſs par- P 
ticularly, that do oppreſ and burden the 
ſecd of God & 1 

A. Fornication, uncleanneſfs, Ilacivi- 
.ouſnels, inordinate affections, evil concu- 
piſence, covetouſnels,drunkennels, pride, 
anger, malice, envy, witch-cratt,hatred, | 
variance, ſtrife, fooliſh jeſting, vain com- {| 
munication, vain thoughts, idle words, k 
praying in the will of the fleth, preach-J: 
ing in the wiſdom below, ſelt- righteouſ b 
neſs,with all other things which are acted 
| "by themotion of thefleſh, which are all, 
+,.of a contrary nature to the pure and ho- 
ty ſeedof God, and is the oppreſſion and; 
burden of ic. 5 
. Q. But how may ſuch people know whenſ 
La £) they 
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> [t2cy live in ſuch things which doth burden 


F Naxd oppreſs the ſeed of God £ 
© 4. By the light of Chriſt in the Con- 
PY Eſcience, for the light doth make them 
manifeſt, and alſo reproves them. | 
=y Q ud doth the light af Chriſt make 
uch diſcoveries in > conſci tences of 
people ? 

A. Yes, for there is never a ſecret 
thought but the light ſhews itz 1f the 
heart intend any evil, it is ſeen 1n the in- 
tention, and that which makes ſuch diſ- 
coveries is the light, for the light makes 
all things manifeſt (mark) all things, and 
it all things, then there is not any thing! 
that is hid from itz and fo people may 
know when there is an inclination or an 

c Intention in their hearts to do any thing 
"that they ſhould not do, they ſometimes 
"" re ſen{ible that they ſhould not intend 
that which they do, and will ſay, They” 

- ſhould not have ſuch thoughts and in- 
tentions as is ſtirring in them, and ſo they 
ſee in ſecret what they incline unto, and 
many times are ſecretly (onyinces, of the 
C 2 » EV 
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vil of therr own 1ntentions and inclinati- 
 cns, and are ſtopped from doing that 
which they have an intention to doz and 
that which thus ſecretly diſcovers, and 
Hecretly convinces,it is the light of Chriſt, 
and ſo the compathion of God manifeſts 
it felt in the hight, and he reacheth to 
the oppreilor with rebuke, and to the op- 
prefled ia love and mercy. 

. hat 7:5 the grow 1/Cl 0) F the manife- 

i/ at101n of te 'F gia by which | HL! Fr diſcoue- 
r1CS ATE MAE 1 $ 

4. Thegronnd of 1ts manifeſtation 1s 
the love of Sud for he would noi that 
any thould periſh ; and all people inthe 
fall arema 1 -riſhing ſtate, and therefore | . 
he manif-its liis iightts convince and re- || / 
prove the {19ner in his way, that he may || * 
turn from his way and live 3 and hereby 
he is manifeſt tobe a God gracious and 
merciful, in that he would not the death 
of a linner, but {oews the fin tothe {in- f 
ner,and Treproves him tor it, that he might | | 
forfake it and find mercy. 

Q. But can man be freed from ſinne 
2 whites 
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whilest he is in 0399.71 {y ? 
A. Yes, if he love the light which re- 
nd | Proves it, the light vi 11 fee! 11M from I 
nd for in the light the re 15 130 {1a, and there 
Iſt, fore they X co joy 11 9 tn: . AT Ri 
[ſts reproves lin, they wit! h thelic clit are g.:1d- 
to ed out of {in. a and 10 they « ome fivo! ET 
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{in, unto tne POVWCr of God v DuaCn takes 
fe- the {11 av ay. and the: by the - Con{ct- 


ve- | ence comes to be purged and cleanſed 
from all iniquity and ſin, and the righte- 

5; | ouſnels of Chriſt comes to be revealed in 

ar a new lite. 

1e Q. But is not the grace of God free by 

re | Jus Chriſt, and hath not Chriit accom: 

2- | pliſhed the work of ſalvation by himſelf 


y alone ? 
F A. The grace of God js free by Jefus 


d | Chriſt, and in his light it is freely mam1- 
h | feſt, and therein it appears unto all, and 
_; brings ſalvation unto all that receives It, 
it | and fo it may be felt what Chriſt ac- 
compliſhes for ſalvation. by himſelf a- 
lone, which willnot fall to an unbeliev- 
C:3- - Er 
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ers part, either as tO == bÞ he hath done, 
or 15 doing, 1n thoſe that believe in him. 
Q. But if there be a believing in Chriſt 
for Salvation, doth not his Salvation be- 
long unto (1 «ch without any thing done o 
their | aft. 
_ 4. Chriftisthe Author of Faith, and 
here 1s none can tratly believe untill he 
give thein Faith jn his power, and he 
doth not give Faith to any but ſuch as 
ebeycs his light, and therefore ſuch as ap- 


PL1SS; tlvatic n by Chriſt through their own 


belief fe of what he hath accompliſhed 
for Salvation, they are not in the Faith 
which faveth. but contrariwiſe are in the 
unbelicfe to his light and power,in which 
he bringeth Salvation, by the reſurrecti- 
ON of bis lite. 
..Q. How doth the lieht within man 
manifest it ſelfe in order to Salvation. 
4, It manifeſts it felfe againſt the 
darknzls, and all the deeds of ir, it finds 
wut all wandering thoughts, and vaine 
19ma2ginations , ſo that man may ee 
wich the Iight thai within him, woes 
_ rt e 
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ne,Ithe darkneſs tempts him, and when th 
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laſts of thefleſh are moving to any evil z 


riſtÞand thus doth the light within man 


be- 


manitelt it {elfe in order to Salvation. 

Q. Ard is the light an univerſall na- 
nifeſtation unto all men. 

4. Yes, And that without retpect of 
perſons. : 

Q. And 3s the love of God univerſally 
tendred unto all in ſuch a manifeſtation. 

A. Yes, Forthe light being maniteit 


from the love, it tendres it ſelfe in the - 


mamteſtation. 

Q. Aud 3s the love received by all un- 
to whom it is ſo tendred £ | 

A. Nay, for many rejec the light , 
and will not become ſubject to the re- 
proofe of it, and they that doe ſo, they. \ 
doe not receive the love which in that 
manifeſtation is tendred unto them. 

Q. But is there any thing that Lyes 012 
mans part in order to his ſalvation © _ 

A. Yes, he is to obey the light and , 
follow it, and then the light will teach 
him to deny himſelfe, and to take up the ! 
daily Cros. = 7 7 
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| O. - And doth the light work in order 
to ſalvation if man _ it and follow it 2 
A. Yes, for he that obeyes the light 
and followes it, he doth not abide in 
darkneſs, but comes to the light of lite. 
O. Hath man power in bimelf to turn 
to the lioht,; and to obey it, and follow it 2 
A.Nay, of himſe] 1 he can doe nothing 
. that 1s good, nor turn from any thing 
that is evil, but it he ſtand 11] when the 
light reproves him, he there anſwers 1t in 
oDedience, as not joyning with that 
which the light reproves him for, and fo 
by giving diligence to the reproofe, and 
ſtand ding {till when reproofe comes, he 1s 
there in obedience to It, and then the 
- love which: istendred in that manifeſta- 
” tion, it caſts it ſelfe about him, and with 
+ Its ſtr ength It ſeparates him from the 
fn, and begets a diſ:tke in him unto it, 
| fothat he begins to abhor the appear- 
ance of it, and then in the ſtrengrh of 
» the love, he turns from the power of Sa- 
- tan unto the power of God, where the 


the 


| Ight becomes his leader and teacher, in | 


the way of peace, fo that Salvation is in 
the light alone, and not by any thing 
ht Jwhich 1s done by man of himſelte, yet 
in Jthe light requires man to yeild himlelfe 
- [untoit, and yeilding himſelte unto 1t, he 
"2 | anſwers the requirings of 1t in obedience, 
? J and lo becomes a feryant to the light1n 
o f allthings. 


Fo C. hat doth the light work when 
e | man ſo jeilds himpeife to ſerve it? 

. . : ” as o } 
n A. it then riſes In power, and is felt to 


t | be powerfull to the pulling down the 
Oo | ſtrong hold of ſin, and unthroaming the 
1 | powers of darknels, whereby the un- 
s | cleane corrupted nature comes to be 
2 | crucified, and fleſhly luſts condemned, 
- Land fo the burdens, weights and loads 
1 | areremoved, under which man hath tra- 
* | velledand oroaned. 
| Q. Put is the light ſufficient to (ave 
| 1149 from atl / fan, 7, and to preſent him holy 
" | and bbameleſs before God £2 | 
A- Yes; it is ſo, and they that love it 
knowes1t to be ſo, for the gat is Chritt, 


and all power in heaven and earth is gt- 
ven 
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ven unto 'him, and edt 1s nothing 1m- 
- poſhible with him, nor too hard for him, 
} if man doe not reje& him and rebell a-|| Þ! 

'gainſt him. tl 

U. And doth the power 7292 its riſing 
work contrary to mans own will,wiſdome, IL 
Band reaſon. | 

A. Yes, for the power is the Croſs || V 
unto the will, wiſdome and reaſon of | Þ 
man, and-inall things worketh as a croſs | £ 
unto that nature, and ſtops it, and 
chaines 1t, and yoaks it down when it | * 


would beat liberty. r 
Q. 424 is that work of the power unn- | 
” toSalvation © J 


A. Yes, it it beobeyed that the op- 
poler doe not quench it, it putsa difte- | ' 
rence between the precious and the vile, | ' 
and ſo riſes as a hammer and knocks 

_ down the vile, and takes hold onitas a 
hire and burnes 1t up, and ſo man comes 
p Into the furnace where God is a con- 
: ſuming fire. 

(2. But can any abide the day of his 
L comming in ſuch a diſpenſation £ 


A. Yes, 
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A. Yes,ſome there be that doe abaſk 

it, who loves not their liyes unto death, : 
a-| but truſts in the Lord though he kills 
them. 
2oll Q._ And I Salvation wrought through 
e, | ſuch a diſpenſation of ChriSt © 

A. Yes, for he 1s terrible whileſt the 

{| wicked "wi" in his ſight, and reveales 
»}f | himſelfe in flaming hre to execute ven- 
ſs | geance upon the rebellious nature , for 
d | his appearance unto Salvation is in judg- 
t | ment againſt all, and upon all,that would 
not that he ſhould reigne. 
« Q. And doth Chriſt worke this worke 
itt man © 
R A. Yes, for (in is within man, and 
- | theremuſt Chriſt work to purge his con- 
ſcience, it ever he be made clean. ; 

Q. But doe none know Chriit to be 
Salvation, but ſuchas feeles his work 
within them. | 

A. No, for it is to be underſtood, 
that whileſt man remaines in the fall, he 
is under the power of darkneſs, and. 
therefore the power of Chriſt mult work ; 
within 
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within him to ha Lind er of dark- 
neſs that ruleth over him, and to fave 
him-from the temptations that the dark- 
neſs entangles him in, and ſo man 1s e- 
ver to ſtand in the pure fear of Gol, 
and to walte forthe appearance of his 
ower. to deliver him out of the ſnares 
in which he lyes entangled in the dark- 
neſs, an1 then he will feele the work of 
+ the power in him, to caſt out the ſtrong 
man which hath ke pt the houſe, and the 
power will keep man in the awe that he 
dare not fin, for who have felt the judg- 
ment of the Lord for {in, they itand in 
the pure fear, leaſt at any time their 
feet ſhould ſlip i into fin, and this is true 
. Jove to God, when ſin is denyed, with 
which his Spirit is gretived. 
| Q. Anddoththe power work effeFual- 
Jy to Salvation as man yeilds himfelfe 
F untoit, and denyes that which it doth re- 
"prove him for ? 

A. Yes, it works eftectually unto Sal- 
vation, by deſtroying death, and him 
p that hath the power of it, which isthe 
| | devill 
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Devil, and ſo by the weork of the power, 
the old man is crucified, 8 the old works 
words, and thoughts, they all dye, and 
fn 1s condemned in the fleſh, and the 
flcih is browght into ſubjection and ſilence 
through death z and this man muſt know 
wrought in jm by the power of God, if 
ever he come to eternal life, for no un- 
clean thing that muſt enter into the _ | 
Kingdome of God, and therefore it mult 

be denyed and put ofi before the King- 
dome can be obrajned. 

Q. But muſt 714N paſs throneh death, 
and riſe again whileſt he is in the 
body 2 

4. Yes, For except he beregenerated 
and born again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdome of Godzand therefore he mult 
dye to the firſt Adams fleſh, and be 
quickened and raiſed againin the ſecond 
Adams ſpirit, and ſo in the refurreftion 
and life enter the Kingdome as a little 
child. 

Q. And doth the work, of the power 
bring death upon the firſt Adam through: 
out £ | A. Yes, 
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F'. A. Yes, forno part or propertie of the 
| firſt 4dam that muſt hve before God, 
{ and as theſecond 4dar: riſes in power, 
{the firſt 4dam is put to death 3 and fo 
' the quickning ſpirit of the ſecond Adam 
goes over the ſinful fleſh of the firſt 4- 


| feed, and the tranſlation of man into its 
[., nature, where he receives a new body, 
and a new life, in, which body and life 
\ he bears the image of the heavenly,and 
then heis blameleſs in Body, Soul, and 
Spirit. 
- Q. And zs that the way by which man 
mit come to inherit life eternal ? 

. A. Yes, for life eternal 1s only in the 
Son, and man in his own life 1s altenated 
from it, and therefore he muſt dye to 
his own life, before he can inherit eter- 
nal life in the Son. | 

Q. And 3s there none that pleaſes God 
but who are thus regenerated and born a- 
gain ? 

. © 4. None inthefleſh can pleaſe God, 
© and therefore man is to wait in the pow- 
Et 


the 


dam, and thereis the reſurrection of the Þ, 
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r for a new birth, which is not after the 
ficſh, but after the ſpirit, which birth 
of the ſpirit is the Fathers beloved Son, ' 
in whom he is well pleaſed. 
Q. How doth the power diſpoſe man in 
the death £ 
A. It difpoſes him in ſtilneſs, keep- 
ing all fleſhly motions in ſilence, foas a 


little child he Iyes nakedly and innocent- _ ! 


ly before God, and hath no will, nor 
wiſdom, nor reaſon left in him, but all 
baptized down into the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, where they are diflolved intono- 
thingneſs, and there the power kils him 
and gives him life againz and ſo man 
layes down his own life, and takes up 
life in Chriſt, in which life he comes to 
be raiſed in the reſurrection of Chrilt ; 
and here is the -paſling from: death to 
life, where man puts on Chriſt, and is 
made a new creature, and in anew life 
he then ſerves God, and pleaſeth God, 
tor his thoughts, words, and works are 
all changed, and with a new tongue he 
then {ings the new ſongs, and gives glo- 
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unto him that fits upon the throne, who 
lives for ever, and ever,.,and this i iS 10 
ſubſtance the whole matter. 

Q. But doth not the birth of the ſeed 
meet with wzuch oppoſition in its reſur 
redion £ 

A. Yes, willeſt it is in the travaile it 
1s ſtrongly oppoicd by a contrary nature, 
and many dangers that lyes near on every 
hand, untill death have palied upon all, 
as Is ſaid before, but when the power 
hath crucified the firſt Adam through: 
out, and that the ſeed be raiſed ito the 
glorious hberty of its own lite, then the 
ſeed reigneth, and hath dominion and 
government Over all oppoſitions, tri- 
umphing 1n victory. 

Q. But how is oppoſe tions removed, 
and dangers eſcaped in the travaile ? 

A. By Faith in the power,and watch: 
ingto be kept cloſe to the leadings of i it, 

and fo the power will remove oppoſiti- 


ry, and honour and praiſe, and thank | 


ons, and defend from dangers, for the 


watch being kept to it, and the Faith 
rand 
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nks ſtanding ſtedfaſt in it, the enemy hath 
vhol no power to prevaile though he may 
5 1] tempt , for the living power 1s as 
a wall on theright hand and on the left, 
eedl to preſerve from dangers, and it gees be- 
url foreasa conquerour to remove oppoliti t1- 
| ens; and comes behinde asa fate guard 
C 1} to keep off the Enemy, for ſmiting the 
ey hindmoſt part of the Campe, and thus 
ery] Chriſt by his power is all i all every 
ul, way to the travailing Babe, that cannot 
ver] reſt in any place below the freedome of 
TM-\ hisown life, and therefore et none enter 
hef into unbeliefe, as if oppoſitions could 
ef never be removed, nor dangers clearly 
nd eſcaped, for he that quickeneth and gt- 
1 veth life to breath after him, he is migh- 
ty in his power, and he dorh aſluredly 
| ſave to the utmoſt the birth of his own 
begetting , which abides in the fimple 
tender breathings to poſleſs more of his 
lite. 
7 Q. But may there not be captivity af- 
ter the power be rec erved, and that ſome- 
thing be quickened by the power to breath 
after God ? D A. I hat 
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that which by the power is quickened 
to breath after God, it is thenin captt- 
vity, and breathes in the power to be 
delivered out of captivity, and as. the 
power is received, and Faith kept int, 
the power works in order to deliver- 
ance. 

 Q. But may there not be captivity afier 
there be deliverance in ſome meaſur: 
wrought by the power ? 

A. Yes, there may be fo, for if the 
minde erre from the power, and unbe- 
licte enter, there may. be captivity a- 
gain in thoſe very places out of which 
the power bath wrought deliverance , 
and 19 many may come to taſte of the 
good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come, and yet may goe 
back again, and here-captivity comes 
upon many who have had a long tra- 
vaile out of Egypt, and have ſeen great 
and wonderfull things wrought by the 
POWEr. 

Q. But 3s nt the power ſufficient to 


7 i" | preſerve.| 
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4. That preſent ſtate 1s captivity, forſpr 
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preſerve from WS, j and treturt- 
ing again into ſuch a ſtate, as to come int- 
to captivity after it have wrought deli- 
verance £ 

A. The power 1s as ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve as to deliver, and is not at al weak- 
erin the one then in the other, but where 
ſuch a ſtate comes to pals, there is not 
Faithfulneſs to the power, but tempra- 
tions. enters and prevailes, and ſo the 
minde goes from the power into the 
temptations, whereby there is away 0- 

ened. for the darkneſs to riſe again, 

which in the day of tenderneſs ahd 
faithfulneſs to, the power, was keptin 
ſubjection under:theyoak. | _ | 

Q. And doth the power follow aftet 


ſuch again, after they erre from it, and 


doe not abide faithfull in it, to recover 


them and deliver them out of their capti- 


vity ? 

A.. Yes, for the Lord. waites to be 
gracious, and though there :may be a 
back()jding, yet he doth not ſhur up his 
compaſſion, but condifcends m bowels of 
I.” ., ...  tendet- 
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|, fall whileff the ſeed isin travaile ? 
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tenderneſs” to follow the wandering 


p] 


ſheep which is gone a'(tray, and by theſof 


word of his power hecalls to return and 


if there be a yeilding to the word offtr: 


power, and a joyning to it 'again; the 


El 


Lord heales the backi/idings,andloves as| 


freely as ever he did, and ſohe brings 
the erring ſheep again into the Fold, 
and gives 1t paſtureamongſt his Flock, 
and here he ſhews his goodneſs in the 
Riches of his mercy. 

Q. And doth the power preſerve ants 
keep all ſafe in their travaile that abide 
init Faithfully ? | 

A.” Yes," for they that abide in the 
power, and are guided. by rhe power, 
they doe hot erre, but by 'the power are 
kept through faith unto Salvation, and 
all rhe babes that live in the power, 
they reccive{trength” inthe power, and 
doe not faint. | 

Q, What are the dangers that may be- 


A. There be very many which the 
Iight diſcovers diſtinctly, -yet I ſhall 
naine a few. of them. 1.10 
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1. To glory in the fleſh, with hits 

ringhyvhich is manifeſt from God in the day 

thelof tenderneſs. 

and] 2. To gather the maniteſtat!on of 
Oofftruth into the wiſdome below. and to 

theſenrich the falſe birth. 

Sas] 3. Tocenter inthe form? or practice 

ngsof truth, asit ſtands in appearance one- 

)Id, ly. 

ck,| 4. To lye down at caſe after ſome- 

the thing of truth be recc1ved. 

5. To live upon the knowledge of 

:8|what 1s ſeen a far off. 

idel 6. Toenterinto unbcleite, in time of 

tryal and aftiictions. 

hel 7. To runout of the preſent mea ſure 

er,fof truth, and to hunt after the knowleds 

1reſof it through the comprehenſion. 

nd] 8.To feed upon any thing that flowes 

2, [not from the immediate openings, and 

ad] ſpringings of the life. 

"'þ . 9. Todraw any conclulicn of ſecurt- 

e*| ty, and tolye down in it as in a place of 

relt. 


JE Theſe . with many more, which with 
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the light may be ſeen, are all great dan- 
gers in the travalle, and temptations lyes 
very near inthem, which being joyned 
unto, brings the ſeed into captivity, after 
there may be deliverance out of E- 

gYPt- 
' Q. How may ſuch dangers be eſcaped, 
and a ſafe way walked in, through the 


fravaile ? 


A. By keeping in the everlaſting po- 
wer, and living by Faith in it, for the 
power 1sthe croſs unto mans own will, 
and ſtops Ni#zrods hunting nature , and 
Chains under al the unruly affetions,and 
Jo the minde abiding in the power, all 
dangers are eſcaped , and tne innocent 
babe 1s ſafely preſerved out of the hands 
of all its enemies. 

Q. What are the places particularly 
where the power becomes ſuch a defence 
as to preſerve the birth ſafe in its tra- 
vaile ? 

'. A. 1. Thelowenefs and humblenefs 
of minde. 

2. The poverty and nakedneRs.- 
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3. The R..- and emptine!s. 
4. Theſimplicity and innocency. 
5. The integrity and ſincerity. 
6 The faith and parience. 
7. The meaſure of the power recet- 
ved. | 
Theſe places with many more, which 

with the Iight may be underſtood, are 

laces where the power over [haddowes 
the birth, and 1s a ſure defence unto 1t, 


whereby it1s preſerved out of all dangers 
whaleſt 1t 1s in the travaile. 

Q. But when there is acleare ſight 
through ſome opening of the life, may there 
not ſafely be a reaching to it, and a com- 
paſſing of it into poſſeſſron ? 

A. Oh no, take heed in-that place, 
forif there bea reaching forth to com- 
paſs that which may cijearly be feen 
through ſome opening of the life, that 
which openeth will preſently ſtut up by 
darwing it ſelfe into its own perfect na- 
ture and fullneſs, and then the enemy 
ſuddenly preſenteth a transformed ap* 
pearance in the likeneſs of that which 
D 4 Was 
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was truly opened, and the reaching par 
being at liberty,it catches at the enemies 


0 


preſentation asif it was the ſame thingſzh, 
which was ſeen 1n the openings of theſby 


Iife,and fo laics hoid upon it with an ea- 
ger deiire and compatſleth the falte 
Iikenels into poſlcfiion; but milles of the 
true ſubſtance, for w hen there 1s ſuch a 
pure opening in the lite, and that there 
be a clear ſight, that it is the ſpring or 
fountain which the innocent thirſteth 
ater, then there is to.be a ſilence in the 
fear, that ſo, that which openeth may 
| compaſs that which thirſteth, and bring 
It into a larger poſleſiton of its own tul- 

eſs, and foitis the life which openeth, 
which mult gather and compaſs that 
which thirſteth into its. own opening, 
and thatis a trucand everlaſting poſlet- 
ſion of endlets riches, which none. can 
compals to themfelys,though there may 

ea clear ſi izht in ſome openings,tor the 
lite 1s jealous of its own glory, and will 
not give 1*toanother, and ſoſhutsup it 
{cite again When there Is a reaching to 
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ompaſs it through any opening. 
Q. But doth not ſome ſtreams flow to 


ingl;be thirſty in ſuch an opening of the life, 
theſby which it 7s refreſhed and comforted ? 


Ca * 


lIfe 
he 


A. If therebe lilence in the fear, the . 
thirſty receives conſolation and ſatisfa- 
Qtion through that which is meaſured 
forth from the fulneſs in the opening, 
and ſo the ſtreams of virtue doth reach 
untOit 3 and there is not to be a reach- 
ing forth to compaſs the fountain,$& here 
ſtrength 1s renewed through the renew- 
ings of the mercy. 

A. Ts not that which 3s taſted and felt 
to conſulation and refreſhing at one time, 
good for the ſame uſe and ſervice at ano- 
ther time # 

A. As it comes freſh from the fpring, 
and fo the ſame it 153 but if the ſame as 
it hath been once taſted and felt, then it 
is not, forthe babe mult have the breſt 
and the freſa milk fromit. again for con- 
ſolation and refreſhing, when ever it 
ſtands inneed;- for that-whichonce hath 
been taſted, and felt, and: digeſted, is 
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never good for nouriſhment any more, 
and- therefore the babe is ever to FP: 
pend upon the fountain of its natural ge- 
neration, and 1n fxlence and fear waiting, 
all things good tor food will begiven un- 

to It from time to time, according to its 
need, and ſo thenew birth lives by new 
food, which 1sncver corrupted, but in 
the fountain is preſerved ſweet and fa- 
voury, the feeling of which as 1t 1s mi- 
niſtred in the fre!n openings of the life; 
Is pure conſolation and refreſhing. 

Q. And is reſt and peace attained in 
the conſolation and refreſhing through ſuch 
a miniſtration £ 

A. Yes, the babe hath reſt-and peace 
in it, for being conſolated and refreſhed 
through the miniſtration, it lyes down 
1n reſt and peace, and fo through nou- 
rifthment and reſt, it grows up into a 


more perfect ſtature of the meaſure of | 


Chritt; fulneſs, and becomes ſtrong in the 
Lord. IN 


: Q. How #4 the birth diſpoſed when it 
covzes into ſuch a ſtature of the meaſiere 


1 of Chriſts fulneſs 2 A. LA 


A. It is diſpoſed in love, mercy, gen- 
tleneſs, meeknels, peace, juſtice, equity, 


-Juprightneſs, ſincerity, innocency, and 
[{implicity, in which it bears the heaven- 
-[ly Image of Chriſt in his own pertect na- 


ture, and in his heavenly wiſdom 1s in 
all things diſpoſed towards God - and 
Men. 

Q. And doth the pure Religion con- 
þ57 iz the manifeſtation of ſuch virtues 
and graces e 

A. The pure Religion conſiſts in the 
power and wiſdome of God, and ſuch 
virtues and graces are manifeſt from the 
pure Religion, and are the effects of it, 
and fo ſpreads abroad as natural branch- 
es of the life. ; 4 

Q. And doth all things become new 
in man afier he be ſo changed through re- 
generation £ 
A. Yes, for when all the old is dead 
and buried by the reſurrection of the 
ſeed, then all things becomes new: wn 
man, for thenew birth hath new thoughts 


words, and works, and a new tongue. 
| Q. And 


ah 44) : 
Q. And hath not the new.birth any a- 
greement with the old in any place e 


are contrary- one to' the other in all 
. things, and there 1s no agreement be- 
tween them 1n any thing. 

Q. But do thoſe things which are in 
appearance manifeſt the natures of the 
two feeds f 

A. Yes, for as they are contrary in 
nature, ſo they are contrary in manife- 
ſtation. 

Q. And doth the nature of the evil 

| ſeedproduce a manifeitation according to 
 2ts nature< 
A. Yes, for every manifeſtation hath 

a conception before it be manifeſted, 

and the evil ſeed being in government, 

It ſends forth a manifeſtation according 

- to its nature, and ſo. the tree may be 

 knownby its fruit. 
that is the manifeſtations that from 
 theevil ſeed areproduced ? 

> — A. They are generally included in 

F thoſe things which: are by people un- 
| $1 rege- 

\ 


A. Nay, that isnot poſlible, for they| 
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regenerated obſerved, who are called 
the world, or worldly people, and ſothe 
pride of-life is not of the Father, but of 
the world, that is a manifeſtation of the 
nature of the evil ſeed which ruleth in 
the world 3. and fo-it 1s concerning all 
other things which are obſerved by 
people unregenerated, who are not of | ; 
the Father, but of the world. 

Q. And cannot thoſe that are born of 
the ſeed of God, joyn with thoſe things 
which by the world arc obſerved £ 

A. Nay, there is an impoſhbility lyes 
there alſo,. for they are born of another 
nature,and there is no-agreement in con- 
traryes, either in nature or manifeſta- 
tion. | 

Q. And doth not the world, or the 
birth of the fleſh,deſpiſe and hate the birth 
born of God, becauſ” it cannot anſwer 
what zs obſerved in that nature £ | 

A. Yes, and allo perſecutes it, and 
that is the ground of all envy, ſtrife, and 
perſecution outward, becauſe the birth : 
born of God, delights to do the will of 
God -} 
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God, and the will of God being contra- 
!' ry to. the will of inan, the birth born ofþe 
. the will of man, hates the birth born of « 
God, and perſecutes it. ff 
| . And doth the birth born. of God 
endure perſecution without reſiiting or re-[g0« 
venuging £ COL 
A. Yes, for it ſuffers in the will of bis 
God, and ſo lyes down in the patience |cei 
and quietneſs, in which it hath true con- ftry: 
tentment and peace, through all things ſtat 
that comes to paſs by outward tryals 
and aftiictions. ra. 
Q. Ther is it not the birth of the fleſh] 1 
that ſtrives and perſecutes about Reli- 
gion? 
A. Yes, forthe nature of 1t 1s envy, 
and- where it is not bowed unto , then. 
it perſecutes, and ſpoyles, and deſtroys fait 
in its envious nature, and ſo revenges 1t fdur 
ſelf incruelty upon ſuch as cannot walk | C 
In its 'Way. wor 
 -Q. And doth not God woxderfully ap-1 


Dear with his own birth in a State of out- ya) 


ward tryals and ſufferings ? ' 


/ 
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a-| A. Yes, \more 7:7Wd then can 
ofþe exprefled in words. 
off Q. How doth he appear oth it int rue 
ate £ ' 
W| A. In, his endleſs, love, mercy, and 
e-[poodneſs, through which his bowels of 
compaſtion breaketh jn. tenderneſs unto 
pf is attiicted children, whereby they re- 
& ſceive ſtrength in ,him.to {tand in every 
1-ftryal that comes, upon them for their 
7s [aichfalneſs ynto him. | 
Is}, Q. 4nd, do all born of God put their 
ruSt in him alone £ 
1]. A: Yes, for they have not another to 
/- [traſt in beſides him, therefore they. 
wholly caſt-their care upon him in all 
7, (conditions, -and he-forſakes them not 
n-fin their adverlity, bur ſtrengthens their 
'S faith, and keeps them in patience to en- 
It dure unto the end. 
kl Q. Andmwhat doth outward affliGions 
work for ſuch as are exerciſed in them? 4 
-| A. They work for much good every : 
- ſyvay, for thereby man comes to ſee his 
wn nothingnefs and emptyneſs, and is ©: 
brought * 


_—_— 


(48) 


brought into” humbleneſs of minde to 


walt upon God, for the renewing 0 
his-ſtrength in the preſent exerciſe, that 
he may not be weary nor faint in it. 


Q. Then is it not good to be exerciſed|# 


in outward affliions ? 

A. Man is not to make choice of any 
thing, 'but to ſtand in the will of God ; 
and 1f for the exerciſe of his' Conſcience 
towards God, afflictions do betide him; 
then he will feel it work for much good); 
but-the- choice of 4t in his own' will doth 
not bring any comfort. = 

Q. Is there any chuſes outward ſufſe- 

rings in their own will ? 
"A" There may that come to. paſle 
through the will as may cauſe outward 
ſufferings, but it cannot be truly faid that 
the will chaſes the ſufferings, but may 
act or practice ſuch things as may cauſe 
outward ſufferitgs to be inflicted. 

Q. How may it be known when a man 
ſuffers in the will of God, and when he 
ſuffers for any thing done in 'his own 
will £ | 


A. It 


. 
A. It may be known by the motion of 


Gods power in him, for by the power 
the underſtanding is informed into the 
truth, as alſo, what 1s not of the truth, 
and ſo the power conſtraines a man that 
is joyned unto it, to bear witneſs unto 
the rruth, and againſt that which is out 


-Jof the truth; and whoever comes into 


outward ſufferings for rhe exerciſe of 
their Conſcience, in this teſtimony they 


Iſuffer in the will of God, but ſuch as 


barely from the Scriptures concludes 


{ſomething to themſelves, either to be 
.|truth, or not the truth, and fo puts their 


own concluſions into practice, and then 
for their own concluſions comes to ſut- 
fer, it cannot be truly ſaid of ſuch, That 
they ſuffer in the will of God, or that 
they chuſe ſufferings in their own wills, 
but in their willshgve concluded ſfome- 
thing to themſelves, and have choſen 
their own concluſions, which in practice 
differs from the practice eſtabliſhed by 
Nations Laws, for which cauſe there 
are ſome that comes into outward ſuf. 
E ferings, 
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ferings, 'but more: 1a that place which 
chuſes liberty rather. 

. But may not a man in wiſdome ſo 
 eriler himſelf as to eſcape all outward 
ſufferings, concerning the exerciſe of his 
Conſcience, by conforming to the requi- 
| VIHOS of the preſe nt times, and yet keep 
a good couſcrence towards God? 

A. Man in his own wiſdom may 1o 
order himſelf, as to eſcape all outward 
ſufferings in that place by conforming, 
but this is to be underſtood, that ſuch a 
man doth not ſtand-in the will of God, 
neither in;Þ doing can he ſtand with a 
g00d Conſcience towards God ; for, he 
that canforms to any practice which 
” man oblerveth, being convinced that 
ſuch a practice i 1s not according'to: the 
* mind and will of God, and ſo would e- 
| ſcapeoutward ſufferings by conforming, 

and dothnot ftandin thepowet of God, 


; to beara: teſtimony for God, that :man 


E 15 not bornof the ſeed of God:::- 
Q. 1x. what doth the En of:+God 
| frand © 2 


A. Te 
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A. Tt ſtands in the ſeed, which hath 
the mindof God, and delights todothe 
will of God. 

Q. And dv all, born of the ſeed, bear 
forth a teſtimony for God £ 

A. Yes, they have a teſtimony in the 
ſeed, and ſuch ſtands in the power, and 
bears witneſs unto the truth, and are not 
aſhamed of their teſtimony. 

Q. What doſuch bear teſtimony unto ? 

A. To the truthas it is in Jeſus, hold- 
ing forth his life, power, wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, holineſs, meekneſs, and pati- 
ence, with all the graces and virtues of 
his pure lite. 

Q. And what do they teſtifie againſt £ 

A. They teſtifie againſt all deceir and 
wickedneſs, vain cuſtoms, faſhions, and 
traditions of the world, againſt all hy- 
pocrilte and double-mindedneſs, will- 
worſbips and ſelf-righteouſnefs, with all 
things generally that is manifeſted by th®# 


| birth of the fleſh. 


w. And is that the groun1 why out- 
war afjiiFions betide thoſe that are born 


E '2 cf 


2 

of the ſecd of als 52, bears forth a te- 
- (timony for: God? 
A. Yes, for the ſeed of the evil doer 
| being at enmity again(t the ſeed of God, 
It lavonrs every way to ſuppreſs the 
teſtimony of it, and fo the birth of the 
fl: ih hath alwayes perſecuted the birth 
St the ſpirit 3 and thisisto be obſerved, 
cnat where there 1s no teſtimony, there 
1s no perſecution for if the birth of the 
fleſh can be anſ(wered in its way,and not 
teſtified againſt, it will not perſecute, 
becauſeit is anſwered by its own nature, 
and it is againſt its nature to perſecute 
its ſelf, and ſoit 1s, that the world loves 
its own, .and hates ſuch as are not of it, 
_ ' and perſecutes them. 
 . Q.And doth not God anſwer all ſuch as 

are faithful in their teitimony with peace 
and joy & 

A. Yes,heis their ſtrength and excecd- 
Ing great reward, and they have- much 
peace in him, and fulneſs of joy in his 
preſence. 

\- Q. Why do not ſuch asare born of the 


ſeed 


ſeed of God, ING upon their 
adverſaries «when they may have oppore 
tunitics £ | 
)er A. Becauſe revenge 1s. contrary tO 
d, | their nature, for they are born of.the 
he | peaceable nature of Chriſt , in which | 
he | they love their enemies, and bears good 
th will to all men, and ſo they lye down-. 
d, | in the will of God, and gives their backs 
re | to the ſmiters, and cannot reſiſt nor re- | 
he | venge, but are ready-to do good tothote 
ot | that hates them and perſecutes them, 
te, | not rendring evil for evil, but overcoms 
'e, | theevi] with good; and herein it 1s ma- 
te | nifeſt that they are born of God, and 
cs | knoweth God, and fo commits their : 
t, | cauſe unto him, as unto a faithful crea- 
tor, 

as Q. But are not ſach people 14 great 
ce | bondage through outward ſufferings and \ 
affliFions , and is not their ſufferings © 
I- | grievous unto them £2 , 
hſ 4. Astotheirbodies they are in much 
is | bondage and ſufferings, but they have 
inward liberty ia God, and are the freeſt 
E 3 of 
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of all people, and they count their out- 
- ward afiictions but light, in compariſon 
of therrinward joy and glory, for they 
are the living babesout of whoſe mouths 
God perfects his praiſe, and this is the 
change wrought in man by the mighty 
power of God, in which power the ever- 
laſting kingdome is known, and the 
riches of 1t inherited, in which the babes 
lits, down rejoycing .in the midſt of out- 
A tribulations, and they learn the 
new i{engs, and fings them with new 
tongues, with which they magnihe the 
- Lamb that lives for ever and eyer : E- 
, ven fo,. Amen, Glory be to the moſt 
| bigh overall. mu 
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Something concerning the Foun- 
dation and Principle of the poor 
afflicted people of God, called 
QUAKERS. 


E 


Quelt. V4 Va is the ground and © 
enundation which you” 
(that are called Z a do lay to your 
ſelves, as the principle of your Religion * 
Anſw, Our ground and foundation 1s 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only begotten 
of the Father, and God hath layed it 
for us, and not we to our ſelves; and } 
it 15a ſure foundation in it felt, and alſo 
ſare unto us, as being layd of God for | 
us, and this is the foundation and pritict- } 
ple of our Rel! igion. 
Q. Where do you hold forth this foun--' 
dation to be laid, which you ſay is laid f 
God whe you £ 
. Ttis laid of God within us, and 1s 


he rock of our ſatety, and fo weholdit 
4. forth! 
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forth to be a ſure of 8 as know- 
ing the {trength and power of it, which 
defends it ſclf that the gates of Hell can- 
nc t prevall againſt it, nor again(t us that 
and ſtedfaſt upon it. 
Q. How do zou manifeſt this inward 
foundation, which you ſay is Chrif, to be 
- the true and only frundation which God 
bath laid ? 
4. From the feeling that we have of 
it, by which we know that it is ſure in 
us, znd from that ſure and certain know- 
ledce which we have of it in the feel- 
ing, we manifeſt jt from its own nature 
and b2ing, unto its ownnature and being 
in others. 

Q. What is the nature and being of 
it f 

A. It is unchangeable, in light, life, 
power, wiſdom, and glory, full of all 

gcodnels, virtue and mercy, and in its 
nature and being is unmoveable. 

Q. How do you manifesit it to be the 
only foundation, and that there is not 
artoiher £ 


A, From 
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A. From the unchangableneſs of its © 


own nature and being, for wee know 
that God doth not lay any viſible or 
changable things for a foundation, but 
that which is of himſelfe within, and 1s 
invinſible to the natural eye, and un- 
changable in itsown nature, that is the 
foundation which God layeth, and wee 
know no man can lay another. 

Q. And 3s that which is within yor - 
the only foundation upon which you ftand, | 
and the principle of your Religion £ 

A.. That of God: within us is ſo, for - 
we know it is Chriſt, and being Chriſt, 
Ir muſt needs be onely, and principal, 
for that which is onely, admits not of a- 
nother, and that which is principal 'is ® 
greateſt in being, and thus we know 
Chriſtin us, to be unto us the onely and 
principal, who was beforeall things, and 
in whom all things conliſt. 

Q. But doe you hold that this founda- 
tion aud principle within you is ſufficient 
to give eternal life ? 

A. Yes, we doe ſo, for as we know 

that +4 


 ſ. + 7, 
that it is Chriſt inus, ſo we alſo knoz 


the <ternal life which is in hin:, and that 


he 1s ſufficient to give eternal life from 
his own fulneſs, unto as many as receives 
'Him, in the' gift of his grace manifel! 
within them. 
 Q. How came you to the knowledge if 
that foundation and principle, which you 
ſay is within you ? 
4. By the light which 1s manifeſt 
from 1t, that inour hearts gives us the 
Tight of the knowledge of it. 
'- Q. How doe you know that it is a true 
lFeht which gives you ſuch a knowledg ? 
A. By the operation and effefts of it. 


+.» Q. How dothit operate unto ſuch a 


knowledge ? 

A. By the ſtrength of its power1n us, 
whereby that knowledge which was 
gained through comprehending comes 
to decay and dye, and a loſs comes up- 
on all that which hath any way been 
fetched in by the motion of the earthly 
wiſdome. 

Q. And doth it effet ſuch a thing in 


you 


0 
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nOwWhou by its operation © 
tha 4. Yes, it worketh effecually in us,to 
rom[the crucifying of that nature which hath 
ve[rcbelled againft God. | 
felt} Q. Doth 3t operate unto ſuch effe@s in 
you without Faith ? 

e of 4. Nay, for it is the foundation and 
zyouprinciple of our faith, and as our Faith 
ſtands init, we know the operation and 
feſt] ettes of it by our Fath, and in this Faith 
the] we pleaſe God, becauſe we believe that 
by his power in us, he 1s able to ſubdue | 
re | all things to himſelf. 

Q. How come you to receive this 
1t.] Faith ? 

bal A. By yeilding our ſelves tothe ma- 
nifeſtation of the light, whereby we 
us, | come to be drawn and gathered into the 
zas| nature of it, and ſo reccives Faith in it as 
1s] the gift of God. 

p-j Q. But have you not ſome Faith. in it 
en| before you yeild your ſelves unto it? 

yl 4. Wehave a perfwaſion wrought in 
us, that it is of God, and ſo yeildsour 
in ſelyes unto itas being perſlwaded that 
'OH It 


( 6 O 
it is truth,and by yeilding our ſelves unte 


it, and receiving of-it in its manifeſtatiþth 


on, we thereby come into union with it 
add knowes it to be the author and h 
niſher of -our Faith. 

. And doth that Faith give you a: 
ſorance of eternal life ? 

A. Yes, it doth ſo, for Chriſt 1s the 
author of i it, whereby we are afſlured of 
his love towards us, and 1n the Faith 
that we havein him, we are ſure that he 
is Chriſt the ſon of the living God, and 
by this Faith wee live in the afliarance 
of eternal life. 

Q. But how may your Faith be kyowre 
unto others to be true Faith ? 

A. By the fruits and etfiects thatis ma- 
nifeſt from it, through which it may be 
known unto others to be true Faith. 

Q. What are thoſe fruits and effets by 
which your Faith may ſo be known ? 

A. Love, Mercy, Meeknels, Gentle- 
neſs,- Peace, Long-ſuttering, Patience, 

Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs of - lite , 
which 1 is the fruit ofour Faith, by which 
others 


( 
val 
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thers may kngw that ; is true Faith. 

Q. But how doe you believe unto ſal- 
vation ? | 

A. By the Faith that we have in 
Chriſt Jeſus, our foundation and princ1- 
ple, through which we know that he1s 
ſalvation unto us,: and doe believe that 
there is not another name given under 
heaven by which any can be ſaved, but 
thename of geſus. 

Q. But is there no true Faith but what 
ſtands in a principle within ? 

A. There is but one true Faith, and 
that ſtands mma principle within, which 
is, Chriſt, and the myſtery of it is held in 
a gure conſcience, and this is a living 
Faith, in a living principle, and all o- 
ther Faiths are dead. 

Q. And can none have true Faith unto 
Salvation and life eternal, but ſuch as are 
of your #pinion. 

A. Wee arenot in any opinion, but'in 
the principle of life , by which we are 
ſaved, and receives life 3 and in this {tate 
wee ſtand not in any opinion, but in a 


feeling 
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feeling of life and calation for all opi-Fira) 
mons are in notions and apprehenſfions, ſud: 
in which none feeles the life and Salvati-þn! 
onin Chriſt, but what they apprehend v 
in the natural part, unto that they giveþnd 
up their own beliefe, and ſo erres from ſyal 
the life in themſelves, and neither be-igl 
leives unto Salvation, nor receives life Juſt 
eternal. 

Q. But do you judge 44 to be in the 
wunbelicfe,that are not juſt as you are inal 
things? 
* | 4A. Nay, wee doe not fo, for we be-Þa! 
leve thatin every Nation, he that fear- | 
eth God and worketh righteouſnels 1s 
accepted of him, and wee alſo believe P47 
that none can fear God and work righ> | - 
teouſneſs tobe accepted of him, but as 
theyare in ſome meaſure guided by the 
principle of his light in their conſcience, 
and have ſome Faithin it towards God, 
and we believe that many in ſome ſmall 
meaſure doe thus fear God, and work 
righteouſneſs, though they doe not un- f 
derſtand the principle, by which they are 
rawn | 
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i-frawn to doeit, and ſuch we doe not 
x,judge to be inthe unbehetfe, but have 
ti-nity with them in that meaſure of Faith 
id ſn which they fimply breath after God, 
vepnd according to their underſtanding . 
m tvalkes. in his tear, and ferves him in 
e- ighteouſnelſs 3 and. though ſuch be not 
fe uſt as we are inall things, yet being in, 
ny meaſure guided by our principle to 
e frar God and work righteoulnefs, wee 
] fraly love them, and have tenderneſs 


owards them, that inthe principle they”, * 


-- ay grow in Faith, and be as weare in 
'- þ1] things. | 
is | Q, And doe you ſimply af from your . 
e Faith, in ſingle love to God & | 
i= | 4. Yes, weedoe lo, for we know that 
s fur Faith procceds from his love unto 
e Þs, and that 18 the oyercomming'power, 
y which we are conſtrained. to. love 
im, for he hath. begotten us; and 
Mickeried us in his. life, in. which our , 
aith is kept frelh- and living unto him :_ 
nd by the ſame we-aCt in lunpliciry and 
ervent love towards him. o 


Q. What 
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Q. What is your Faith concerning 
Chriſt in you as 4 mediator. 

A. Wee believe that Chriſt in us, 
doth offer up himſelfe a living ſacrifice 
unto God for us, by which, the wrath 
and juſtice of God is appeaſed towards 
us, and that through the offering end fa- 
crilice of Chriſt for us, the hand writing 
of ordinances which ſtood againſt us is 
blotted out, and a mediation wrought 
between God and us; and ſo we know 


the conſideration of Chriſt unto us, and |** 


his mediation with the Father for us,and 
this is he in whom our Faith ſtandeth as 
the one mediator between God and 
man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Q. What 3s your Faith concerning 
Chriſt in you, as an interceſſor ? 

A.” Wee believe that Chriſt in us doth 
interceed the Father in our behalfe, and 
by him we doe appeale to God in all 
our diſtreſles, and we believe that all 


our breathings toward: God have accels 
unto him through the interceſſion 0 


Chriſt for us, for as.he knows what we 
want 


lins 


in 
ling 


th 
ad 
all 
all 
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want, ſo he alſo knows the Fathers will, 
and according to our want and the Fa- 
thers will he makes interceſſion, through 
whole interceſſion all our breathings are 
accepted of God, and not onely ſo, but 
we have alſo boldneſs to draw nigh unto 
God, and by Chriſt, our interceſlour we 
have accels to the throne of grace, and 
findes grace to helpe us in the time of 
ourneed, ſo that we are relieved in our 
diſtreſleſs and atfiictions through Chriſt 
that loves us, who by his mediation and 
interceſſion prevails with the Father for 
us. | 

Q. What 7s your Faith concerning re- 
conciliation whith God by Chriſt int 


you £ 


A. Wee believe through the offering 
and ſacrifice of Chriſt for us, that God 
s fatistied concerning our ins, which in 
our alienation was committed againſt 


him by us, for as then Chriſt bare our 
ins for us, fo now by the offeringup 
himſelfe unto God on our behalfe , our 
ins are blotted out and done away, and 
F we 
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we throtgh him are reconciled unto 
God, and having, reconciled: us, he is 
eaſed of the {ins which he bare for usii 

our alenated (tate, and fo he hath tlaine 
_ theemnity which was the wall of parti- 
tion between God and us, whereby we 
thatſometimes were {trangers unto God, 


- aackenemies in our own mindes by wick- 


ed works, arenow reconciled unto him 
nm Chritt; ſo that we are no more for- 
reignersand {rangers in the emniry, but 
through the reconciling power of Chriſt 
mM us we are brought "nigh unto God, 
and in his Covenant of life and peace, 
we.know. his pardoning mercy 1n the rc- 
multon.-of our ſins. 

Q. But doe you now believe that you 
are now come to ſuch a ous as to be free 
from Juns 

A. Wee believe that "WIE Chriſt rhe 
righteous doth make us free from lin, for 
_ in himthere1s no fin; and webeing made 
free by him; wearefreeindeed ; ſo that 
 wenowliye'by the Faith that is in him, 
L agd by :our Faith m: him we have ob- 
FOES C tained 
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tained victory over the world, the fleſh 
and the devil, and in the victory we are 
freed and walkes with Chriſt in the glo- 
rious liberty of the Sons of God. 

Q. But doe you believe that you are ſo 
freed from ſin as not to commit ſin whileſt 
you remaine in the body, or that there car © 
be. ſuch a perfe# ſtate attained in this 

life ? | 

A. Wee believe that with God all 
things are poſſible, and we alſo believe 
that whoſoever are born of God doth 
not commit lin, but 1s perfect as the hea- 
venly Father is perfect, whole children 
they are 3 and we believe that ſuch a 
ſtare is attainable in this life, whileſt i 
the body. Pena . 

Q. But is it ſowith you atall times as 
that ſin hath no power over you © 

A. There is a {tate whileſt the burth 
1s in travaile, as that temptations may at 
ſometimes prevaile 3 for in that ſtate 
the birth is not come into full ſtrength 
through the growth of Faith, and fo 
may ſin through weakneſs, but where 1t 

F 2 18 


_ | "2 ) 
is ſo, there 1s a cry goes unto God to be 
del ivered, and though there may be 
{ch an over comming 1n weakneſs as 
| that {in may have ſome power, yet that 
- which cryes to God in the ſence of lin, 
- it hath anadvocate with the Father, e- 
ven Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he 1s 
the propittatio n by whom the attone- 

ment 1s made, and through whom the 
fin is pardoned and remitted, and ſo the 
birth grows ſtronger in the Faith, and 
g's on from one degree to another , 

until ic be made perfect in Chriſt Te- 
ſas. 

Q. Put doe you believe that ſuch of you 
as are grown into ſuch itrength as to have 
vidtory over the world the fleſh and the 
devil, arenot lyable to temptations, and 
that the motions of the fleſh doe not ſome- 
times move and ſtir in you to commit 
ſim. 

4. Yes, we finde that daily, but we 
conquer over them through him that 
loves us, ſo that when temptations are 


proffered, we reſiſt them 1n the power of 
Chriſt 


rec 


( 69 
Chriſt, and when the motions of thefleſh 
doe move or ſtir unto fin, we ſubdue 
them and keep them under, and by our 
Faith in Chriſt we have vidory over 
them, and though ſuch tempraticns and 
motions may be ſturing as alive in them- 
ſelves, yet unto us they are all dead, and 
we are dead unto them; and rhough 
they may tempt us, yet they prevaile 
not, for by Chriſt we are preſerved i in 
the hour of temptation, and the wicked 
one toucheth us not, and thus we are 
kept by the mighty power of God, 
through Faith unto Salvation, and 
knows Chriſt in us to reigne over (in, 
which ſometimes hath reigned over us, 
and in the dominion of his life we are 
conquerors in victory, and ſo our per- 
tection 1s in Chriſt in whom there 1s no 
lin, and we know that he 1s rhe finither 
of ſin, and the bringer in of everlaſting 
righteouſneſs unto us, and in his righte 

ouſneſs and holy life, we live to the glo- 


of ry of the Father. 


{t 


Q. But if all —_ things be done for 
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Jon by Chriſt within you, then what dot 
on believe concerning that great worke 
which by the death of Chriſt was accom- 
p liſhed on the Criſs in time paſt according 
to the Scriptures, or doth not this your 
Faith concerning ſuch things done for you 
by Chriſt in. you, make voide his death 
upon the Croſs, and the benefits which is 
to be received thereby £ 
. Wee believe that all things which 
arelpoken by the holy Prophets and A- 
poltles concerning Chrilt, arc true ac- 
cording to the Scriptures : & we believe 
that all the diſpenſations of God which 
are manifeſted by the Scriptures are al- 
together true, and that they were all ful- 
filled according to the determinate will 
_ councell of God, ſo that our Faith 
concerning Chriſt - in us, and the work 
which he there worketh Tar us, doth not 
atall make voide any of the diſpenſati- 
ons of God, which 1n tines paſt was 
revealed unto his holy Prophets and A- 
poſtles, ' and by them teltified in the 


Scriptures 3 10 that tae work which the 
Fathcr 
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Father then gave unto the Son to doe : 
we believe that he fulfilled and finiſhed 
according to the Fathers will, and that 
all things partaining to life and ſalvation 
was tully and perfectly m him, and that 
he hambled himfelfe to the death of the 
Croſs 3 and from death did riſe againe : 
and we beheve that he is the refurrecti- 
on and the life, and gives eternal lite to 
1:] that believe in him, but that any doe 
believe in him as he 1s Chriſt, who are 
difpifers of his light and life in them, 
that 1s not our Faith, for as we know 
him in us, and fo have our Faith in him 3 
we likewiſe know the diſpenſation of 
God in times paſt, and the end of their 
manifeſtation, and the time of their fi- 
ni{hing, and the Scriptures are fultlled 
In us wholivein the Faith of Chriſt, and 
walkes in his Spirit : and we alſo know 
and beheve, that heis the fame Chriſt in 
us, which in diſpenſations paſt did hum- 
ble bimſelfe to the Crofs, and doth per- 
fect his work in us according to” the de- 
terminate councell and will of the Fa- 
F 4 ther 
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ther, ſo that our Faith concerning Chriſt 
in us, doth nor at all make voide what 
he hath done or wrought in times palt, 
but doth fully &perfecly eſtabliſh it as a 
true diſpenſation, &by our Faith in Chriſt 
we know 1n a good underſtanding, the 
things that are paſt, preſent, and to 
come, and that Chrilt is yeſterday, to 
day, and the ſame tor ever, and of his 
Tite, nature, and being there is neither 
vartablenels nor changing, but an endur- 
ing ſubſtance cf immortality, who 1s glo- 
red with the Father in the ſame glory 
that he had with him before the world 
began, who through every diſpenſation 
hath manifeſted his glory, and in this 
diſpenſation of his light and life he is 
come unto us, and we know him to be 
the firſt and the laſt, the beginning and 


the ending, for him hath God the Fa 
' ther ſealed, and in him our Faith ſtand 
ſtedfalt. 

A. And have Jon ſuch faith in God 
and love unto him, as that you have re- 
P ſpe wnta all his commands, and to an- 
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ſwer him in all things according to his 
will £ 

A. Yes, our faith is ſuch in him, and 
our love unto him, as that we have re- 
ſpect unto all his commands; for as he 
hath loved us and given Chriſt for us, 
even ſo 1s our love begotten unto him, 
and in his love unto us, which is the 
ground of our love unto him, we in the 
lame are made willing to run the wayof 
all his commands, according to his will; 
and they are not grievous unto us. 

Q. But whether, do you not depend up- 
on the things you ds for life and ſalva- 
tion £ 

Nay, we do not ſo, for we have lite 
before we have motion to act or do any 
thing that 1s pleaſing unto God, and in * 
the life we have ſalvation, and ſo lite 
and ſalvation is freely given us of God, 
and by his grace we are ſaved, through 
our faith which we have in him, and that 
puts us upon motion and action to do 
his will in all things, and yet not to de- 
pend upon what we do for life,, but to 

anſwer 


anſwerhis will in all faithfulneſs, becauſe 
he hath given us life 3 and ſo we do not 
act or do any thing for lite, but do. all 
things which he commands us from the 
motion of his.lite, and this 1s lite before | 
action, which moves us to action, and 
not action before lite, thereby: to attain 
life 3 and ſo we are his workmanſhip cre- 
ated 1n Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
whica God hath before ordained that 
we ſhould walk in them, and this 1s or- 
dained of God to be the fruit of our Foc 
life and faith, and in theſe good works | 
we walk to his glory, and depends upon. |w. 
him alone for the renewing of our Je 
{trength to continue in them unto the 
end. er 

Q. But how do you manifeſt your good Þ by 
works which you ſay are ordained of God | rc 
for you to walk in®? a) 

A. By our faith we manifeſt them,and | e: 
the manifeſtation doth clearly demon- | v 
ſtrate the nature and root to be of God, | © 
in which they are created, and the na- | | 
'ture and root in which they are created | y 
being 
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heing of God, they mult needs be good, 
1nd 1o they are good works as being of 
God, and of God ordained that we 
hould walk in them, and that of God 
n every conſcience bears witneſs to the 
ame, ſo that we know all our works to 
be wrought by him in us and for us,and 
we do walk in them who are born of 


him,and he alone hath the glory,though 
the natural man percetiveth not from 
whence they are, nor whither they 
70e. 
; Q!. And 1s it your faith and love to- 
wards God that makes you ſuch a willing 
people to ſerve God, and to do his will £ 
A. Yes, it1s lo, for the Cay of his pow- 
er hath overcome us, and therein he hath 
begotten us unto a lively hope by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
and in him our faith and love is encreal\- 
ed and ſtrengthened to run without 
wearinels, for in his life we have moti- 
on and action, whercby we are willing- 


ly diſpoſed to ſerve him, and to do his 
will. 
Q. But 
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Q. But how do you know all theſe thing, 


you att and do, are the commands of God, |: 


and according to his will ? 


A. By the word of his power in us, 


through which we are made ſenſible cf 
all his commands unto us, for as we are 
born of him, ſo we know his voice, and 
by his word we are mftructed in his com- 
mands, and thereby put upon motion to 
act and do them, and in our duty he 
gives us his peace, by which we know 
that allthoſe things which we act and 
do, are his commands unto us, and ac- 
cording to his will. 

Q. Put are you ſo conſtrain-d through 
your faith and love towards God, as to 
anſwer him in all things that he commands 
you © 

A. Yes, for if we ſhould ſay we love 
him, and donot keep his commands, we 
ſhould be lyars ; but we do ſo love him, 
and our faith is ſo ſtedfaſt in him, as that 
we are thereby conſtrained to keep his 
commands in all things, for it isnatural 
unto his own birth to delight to do his 
w1ll. 
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will,and to do whatſoever he command- 


eth, and hereby we know that his love 


lis perfected inus, and our faith and love 


is tingle unto him 3 and as his good will 


lis mamteſted unto ns, even ſo 1s our 


hearts diſpoſed in good will towards all 
men. 
Q. What good will have you to ſuch as 
you judge and condemn, becauſe they are 
not like-minded with you £ 
A. Much every way, for that which 
we judge and condemn in any, 1s only 
that ſpirit which wrongs them, by which 
our good will is manifeſted unto that 
which ſutters wrong,and this 1s our judg- 
ment according to truth 3 and knowing 
that the judgment of the Lord 1s accor- 
ding to truth, and having felt it ſo in our 
ſelves, through the condemnaticn of (in 
In the fleſh, we jiudg fin 1n the fleſh in 
whomſoever it reigns, that fin in the fleſh 
may be condemned, and they in the 
ſpirit may be juſtified ; and herein we 
manifeſt the univerſal love of God to 
be ſhed abroad in our hearts, in which 
our 


78 
our good will FD oY? unto all men. 
/ Q. Andis that the Iove with which you 
love your enemies £ n: 

A. Yes, for as God had pity upon ug d: 

in the day of our alienation from him, t 
and followed us with many tender vili-{e! 
tation?, and alſo many righteous judg-[®' 

ments; even ſo we know that he would re 

not have a ſinner to periſh, and in thisÞn) 
love we labour for the good of all peo-Jto 
ple3 and it 1s the greateſt manifeſtati-Jw 
on of love to an enemy when his deſtru-|t1 

Con is not ſought, but rather a conde-|th 

icending to recover him out of the ſtate] v< 

of his enmity, into a ſtate of reconcilia- 
tionand peace; and we know that there 
15none that are enemies unto us, but the 
are enemies unto God, and crucihes his 
life in themſelves, and therefore ourſ{o1 
love 1s in pity towards them, though 
they be enemies unto us, knowing thatJ/#r 
they cannot haye peace with God whillth0- 
in that ſtate they remain, Wa 

Q. And are you ſo diſpoſed foward 
your enentics as that you cannot ſeek rear 
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revenge when they do you wrong © 
ol A. Yes, that is the diſpoſition of -our 
nature, not to ſeek revenge, though we 
ug do ſuffer wrong 3 for the revenging na- 
m,{ ture 1s in the fall. in which people are 
enemies unto God, and one to another ; 
g- but it is not ſo with us whom God hath 
Id redeemed, for though we may have ma- 
mis] ny enemies, yet we are not enemies un- 
o-Jto any, though in the power of God by 
tji-L which we are redeemed, we do bear te- 
4-1 {timony againſt the evil and the fin, and 
e-| that ſpirit in us doth not ſeek after re- 
tef venge, but 1n all long- {uttering and pa- 
1a-Jtience we bear the enmity of our ene- 
ere) mies, and waits to ſee their converſion 
1evJout of the enmity, whereby our good 
biel will is manifeſted in love- ro their 
urilouls. 
ghj Q. But are you not the canſe of the ſuf? 
nathſerings that comes upon you, as being 
iſt} contrary minded unto all other people, 
and” ſo are enemies to your ſelves? 
rd 4A. Nay, the cauſe of our ſufferings 
re not from our-ſfelves, but from that 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit which cannot bear our teſtimony] 
which God hath given us, which teſti-] , 
mony. being contrary unto the aCtings| 
\ 
| 


and workings of the {ſpirit of darknels, 
it provokes the minds of ſuch in whom 
it ruleth to enmity againſt us, and that 
1s the ground why ſufferings comes upon 
us, and we are clear for being enemies 
unto our ſelvesin it, as having our faith 
and love towards God in thoſe things, 
for which we ſuffer. | 

Q. Put why can you not be conformable 
unto thoſe things which other people ob- 
ſerve and pradice outwardly, and yet 
keep your Faith and love towards God 
inwardly, and ſo have your Faith to your 
(elves £ 

A. Becauſe weqarenot deny, or own 
that outwardly which God doth mani- 
felt to us inwardly, either to be truth, 
or out of the truth, for ſo we ſhould de- 
ny our Faith and love towards him every 
way 3 and it is not poſſible that any 
ſhould keep Faith and love to God 1n- 
wardly, and contorme to any practice 
OULC-» 
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outwardly which is contrary to their iti- 


-| ward. priticiple, for as the body with- 


out the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without 
works is dead alſo, and they that have 
Faith to themſelves in the power of God, 
they alſo have Faith in him to ſerve him 
in works of truth and righteouſneſs, and 
ſo we ſhew .qur Faith by our works, for 
the Spirit of Faith being lived in as the 
inward principle, the body 1s diſpoſed 
by its motions, and it doth never diſpoſe 
the body to conform unto any outward 
thing which is contrary to its own ria- 
ture, ſo that the body 1s not to at the 
ſpirit, but the fpirit is to aft ahd govern 
the body, and where it is ſo, both the 
inward and the outward agrees in one, 
and there is faith inwardly and good 
works outwardly, and we have a good 
evidence of the ſpirit in our ſelves that 
ſo it is with us, whereby we are preſer- 
ved upon our foundation inwardly, and 
tor joyning with any practice that is con- 
trary tait outwardly, and here our bo- 
dyes are alive unto God in his ſpirit,and 
G arc 
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are acted and —_ by the power of 
- it according to his will, and vvhere it 
| is not ſo, there isnot the ſence of the ſpi- 
rit in the body, and ſo a dead body 
vviich others may move and order in 
their own vvay. 

Q. Well, but demonitrate in ſome par- 
ticulars your Non- -conformity. as firſt, why 
you cannot conform to the Diſc ipline of the 
Church of England, as it is now eſtabliſh- 

ed outwardly 
4, Recauie vve do not find that it is 
| eſtabliſhed [upon our - foundation and 
' principle mvardly, and therefore vve 
Cannot have taith init, nor love towards 
itz and if vve ſhould fenkem to It Out- 

vvardly, contrary ro-the inward. princi- 
| ple of our faith, vve ſhould commit ſin, 
* forthat which 1s nat of faith,is fanz. and it 
 vve ſhould do ſo,-yvelbould: commit a 

reat evil, and our faith and love unto 
God could be loſt, and therefore it is 
vvhy vve cannot conform to the vvay 
| and'Worſhip now obſerved. acegrding 
to that Diſcipline or. order, becauſe. the 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit of God, by which our bodyes are 
alive to God, doth not fo crder and 
diſpoſe us, and vve dare not order our 
bodies in our own choice, for if we could 
do ſo,and not {in againſt God ,vve {houid 
rather chuſe to conform then ſuffer, bur 
vve know, thatif vve ihould do fo, VVe 
could not keep our conſciences vuid of 
oftence towards God (though we might 
in fo doing pleaſe many men)but ſhould 
come under his rebuke and correction 
tor tranſgreſſionz and fo in our ling!c 


faith and love towards God, we ſtand in 
the will of God, and dare not move to 
obſerve any thing outwardly, bur as the 
motion of his DOWEr and life diſpoſes us 
inwardly, 1n which vve have true peace 
and fati$taction in our greate(t tribulati- 

s, and hereby. it may be unyderſtced 
thy vyve Cannot Canform | in this parti- 
cular. 

Q. Ana why is it that you camnict 
ſwear at all ? 

A. Becauſe 1t 1s contrary to Our 11- 
ward principle, and our principle being 

2 tne 
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the truth it ſelf, we know that as we 
are acted and diſpoſed by its motion, 
that all our words, promiſes and en- 
gagements are ſure and ſtedfaſt, for 


they are firmly eſtabliſhed in our prin- 


ciple, and therefore we dare not ſwear 
at all, knowing our yea 1s yea, and our 
nay is nay, ina ſureand ſtedfaſt princi- 
ple that changes not, and our faith and 
love towards God is in our principle,and 


| 


if we ſhould ſwear at all, we ſhould de-| 


ny our principle, which 1s Chriſt the 
truth, vvho commands us not ſwear at 


all, and our faith ſtanding in him, and 


cur love being towards him, we are con- 
{trained to keep his command, becauſe 
we know that all his commands are ac- 
cording to truth, and we believe that 
if we ſhould ſwear at all, vve ſhould go 
into tranſgreſſion, and fall under con- 
demnation,and then we ſhould looſe the 
anſwer of a good Conſcience, and peace 
with God, which is of more value unto 
us, then the higheſt favours in the 


world. 
Q. Fat 
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Q. But doth A. Th and love,which 
you ſay is towards God, lead you wholly 
into oppoſition to the ordinances of men, 
who are to rule and govern Nations and 
Kingdoms £ 
{| 4. Nay, our faith and Jove towards 
1God makes us to be ſubject to the Or- 
Idinances of men for the Lords fake, and 
we donot deſpiſe Government outward- 
ly, but do believe that actual ſubjecti- 
on ought to be given in all things that 
[pertain to the preſervation and well- 
[being of ſuch as are under the power of 
Jit, and for this cauſe pay we Tribute, 
[and Cuſtome, and that not only for fear, 
but for Conſcience fake, whereby our 
aQtual Subjection is manifeſted and our 
Conſciences kept void of offence to- 
wards God and men; for as we know 
that our inward principle is juſt and 
righteous in it ſelf, ſo vve believe that 
every power in outward Govern nent 
that rules in Juſtice and Righteouſneſle 
between man and man, is to be owned 
and ſubmitted unto, and not in any wiſe 
G 3 to 
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ro be rcifted or <denyed 3 'and; this 13 
tomething.ot our faith concerning this 
particular, vvhereby'it may appear that 


vve arenot vvholly in oppolition to the | 


Ordmances of men, as they act 1a. Juſtice 
and Rightcouſnets he well-being one 


of anothey, which.is the main end of all: 


outward Government. 


O. Buk do you not believe that you | 


age! in all things to. be adually ſubje® 


ecording tothe inſtitutions of Laws which | 


Are 237 being ? TY 
A. Nay, « hat 18 not our Falth,. for 
vrierc any Law concerns our Conſcien- 


CES. _— that contrary tO Our inward 
principle, in that caſe vve dare not be, 


acrually ſubject 5 tor as our principle j IS 
the greateſt in power, and iv it. is: molt 
worthy of our ſubjection, and;.our taith 
and iOoVe conſtrains us ſo to: do-z, and 
here any outward Law, lyes again(t 
our inyard principle, as, to things per- 
taining, to our Con{ciences, vve in that 
caſcare pailive, and patiently ſuffers un- 
Ger "8 = ſo yve believe and are ſure 
that 
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that the exerciſe of 7 Conſciences, in 
matters of Worſhip and Religion, 18 to 
ſtand-lingle unto -God' alone, and not to 
be reſtrained or Jimited by any Ordl- 
nance of: men. | | 
Q. 'Why can you' #o0t give reſpeF? and 
honour 'unto perſons that are in power 


and Government, \\according to the Cu- 


ſtoms which are uſed fo 


A. Becauſe it is againſt ourfaich to 
reſpect perſons according to cuſtomes, 
for we :have not the faith our Lord Je- 
{us Chriſtin reſpett of perſons; and yet 
we give honour and refpect to all men 
unco vyhom it is due,- but the Hat and 
Knee 18 a 'beggarly honour, and not wor- 
thy to- be: either given or received for * 
honour, being far below the'honour 
that comes trom' above, and we being 
born of the Royal ſeed of God, we can- 
not give honour to any thing below it 3 
and all the cuſtoms that *are in- being, 
and given, and reeeived for honour'a* 
mong{t men, they ate all below the Roy- 
all feed, - and the birth'born of the feel 
C 4 can 
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can neither give norreceive ſuch honor : 
and this is our faith in this particular, 
That we are to honour God, and all 
men in the Lord, but Cuſtoms and Ob- 
ſervations, with the Hat and Knee, we 
believe and are ſure that God doth not 
require us to give reſpect or honour unto 
any perſon after that manner 3 and by 
our faith we live in our principle, and 
yve know that there is no honour due 
unto any man, but as he hath ſome uni- 
on with the-ljght and power of God in 
himſelf, which is the principle unto 


yvhich all honour belongs, and unto | 


ſuch we can give honour with our hearts, 
though our Hats remain in their place of 


ſervice, and our bodies ſtand without | 


moving, and this is the honour which 
we do give. unto vvhom.-1t belongs, and 
tis the 

below. 
'. Q, And why is it that you are ſo con- 
trary mindedunto all other people, both 


7n your: behaviour and language, ſeeing 


4 th xere 15 202e  beſs des you that behaves them- 


ſelves 


1 


10nour from above, and not from || | 
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| ſolves afier ſuch a mauner, and you being 
ſo contrary unto all people in your beha- 


viour and language, it makes you redicu- 
lows in their eye, and to become a reproach 
in your generation © 

A. The reaſon why we are contrary 
minded unto all other people in ſuch 
things, is this; we being come unto 
Chriſt the light, life and truth, weare 
come to a principle which differs from 
other people, and as we are regenerated 
and born again of incorruptible ſeed, 
weare not of the ſame minde as other 
people are, nor as weour ſelves ſome- 
times have been when we lived inthe 
vanities of;our mindes,and as our change 
is wrought by the power of God, fois 
the Spirit of our mindes renewed unto 
God, and our behaviour and langua 


| is from that which is pure init ſelf, and 


| as is the root ſo are the branches, and in 


this lyes the difference between us and 
other people , which is the cauſe that 
makes us rediculous in their eye , not 
that our behaviour and language are ſo 


In. 
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an themſelves; but Pecobediig from 'a 
| Plain, imple, honeſt. minde in us accord- 
ing to.truth and righteoufneſs :\thethea- 
\dy and kigh minded looks upon.them as 
rediculous becauſe: : contemptible in 
.their eye, and ſo ſpeaks reproachfully 
,and ,ſcornfully ofus,' for our: behaviour 
and language 4s from another principle 
then other peoples-are, and if1t was not 
ſo, we ſhould be as: much eſteemed and 
relpected among{t them, as- when we 
were One with them: in. behaviour and 
Janguage , which:now. being made to 
ditter in our principle ,-:and- to appear 
contrary: unto:them,; theirreproachand 
Jcori als upon us as/a rediculouspeople, 
but we: know It 15better with us,' riow 
that we endure ſuch reproaches becauſe 
of our difference, thenqn the time.when 
'we lived: (in the pleaſure of. 116;-and 
;bhad refpettand el teem,and notrepioach 
land ſcorn,” 

Q. But ig there not ſore whichbold a 


inward -principle'as your doe, and yet doc 


at behave themſelues after your manner, 
: but 


I 
bat can obſerve i x2 that are iu Cue 
jome both in behaviour and larnguage © 

A. There may be fome' tuch, but. 
they are not upun our foundation, and- 
though they may hold an injward prin- 
ciple, yet they. are not cf-us,. for we 
know that the birth of the fleth. hath an 
1nwarxd principle, and that wil allow the 
liberty in behaviour and language ac- 
cording, to the cuſtomes uſed 3 | but we 
ſay that ſuch aninward prineiple-that, 
doth allow ſuch an outward practice; 
is not of God, but of the fleſh, which: 
anſwets the nature and will of: the flefh.. 
in behaviour and language, and we can- 
not fallow ſuch as,our-examples, though 
they may hold aninward principle, but: 
are made to difter from them both in; 
root and branch; for we believe and 
are {ure that the Son of Ged. 1s: come un-: 
tous, and hath given us an underſtand- 
1ng to-know him thatis true, and weare 
in him.thatistrue, and being i inhim that 
1s true, we know our behaviour and lan-? 
guage1s according to truth 'and fo we. 
know 
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{ know that all our works are wrought in 
God, and by Faith in him we itand, 
and unto him alone gives glory for e- 
ver. 
|  O. But how may people come tobe ſa- 
tisfied, that it is ſo with you as you ſay, 
more then with others, who may ſay as 
much for themſelves in their way as you 
' doein yours? 
A. There 1sno other way for any peo- 
| pleto be ſatisfied in this matter, but by 
taking heed to the principle of God in 
themſelves, for as we are born.of God, 
there 1s none can know usas to be ſa- 
tisfied concerning us, either in principle 
orpractice,but as they come to the ſame 
principle in which we are 3 for if people 
will onely reaſon about things that differ 
they may weary themſelves and yet ne- 


ver be ſatisfied, for we doe not onely ſay | 


that ſoit is with us, and ſo preſs it upon 0- 
thers to believe it, barely from our ſay- 
ings, but we preſs all people toa joyning 
with the light and power of Chriſt with- 
| inthem,and ifthey come unto that,then 
We 
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we know that we ſhall be manifeſt in 
their conſciences, and be known where 
we are, and ſoit 1snot what we or any 
others may ſay in our own caſe, that can 
give true ſatisfation to any enquirer 5 
but what the witneſs of God inthe con- 
ſcience ſaith - for if that doe not ſeale to 
what is ſaid, there 1s not any thing that 
is ſaid, which can clearly evidence the 
matter inqueſtion, and if vve be not 
found by the vvitneſs of God to be as 
vve ſay, then let us not be believed, but 
if vve beſo, then people may be fatis- 
fied that vve are not only fayers, but alſo 
doers; and if vve cannot be believed by 
our ſayings, being others may ſay as 
much as vve in their ovvn _ yet let 
us be believed for our vvorks ſake, 
vyhich from our principle is manifeſt to 


| be of God, vvhereby vve are diſtin- 


quiſhed from all faire ſayers, vvho may 
have many good words, but not inthe 
lite, and fo are fruitleſs in good works, 
and -the witneſs of God will: never an- 
ſwer with a ſeale unto their ſayings, 
though 
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though they may ſpeak never'lo faire, 


Fathers will, ſhall perfectly underſtand 
bur principle, doctrin- and works, by 
" Which they may come to be ſartsfhied 
that we doe not ſpeak of our ſelves, nor 
act of our ſelves, but'in the eternal mo- 
tion of the power and life of Chritt, who 
1s our foundarion and principle 3 and 
they that would beſatished concerning 
us any way, they muſt finde usand 
know us in the principle of lite where 
we are,” and not in their own reaſon 
' where we are not, for it isnot poſſible to 
finde a man where he 15 not, 'or to know 
htm untill he be found and beheld i in the 
place where he moveth,' and ſolet none 
reaſon about. us, for thete they can ne- 
yer know us or come tinto us, bur Jet all 
feele to that of God' in theiti *and in 
faithfull to-it, and then they wilt no 
fay, the Quakers Religionfbut young in 
years, or lately come up, and 'we know 
* them not, nor what their new dottrin 
| meanes, by which people comes 'to be 


{0 


but we know that whoſoever doth the 


(9 
þ altered and changed 3 but they-wall 
now and underſtand;that our life is hid 
vith Chriſt in God, and that his life ap- 
ears in us, and we 1n it, and 1o be put 
our of all doubts and queltions in the 
reaſonings concerning - us3 end receive 
arisfaCtion1 in all things that perta; 'ne un- 
to us, In lifteand godlineſs, in which cur- 
| A cligion is pure, holy and undefiled , 
ind was before unholimeſs or unrighte- 
onſneſs was; and will remaine 1n 18 
purity vyhen years ſhall paſs avvay and 
beno more, and'this 1s the 1tieaning of 
our doctrin, to bring people to the ever- 
laſting word of Godin theinfelves, that 
they may come into reſt and peace itt 
the pure Religion, where God'1SKhown' 
In his loves grace, and-tiches'of mer- 
Ya THO) 
'X. If your Faith give you ſuch aſſure 
rance of your principleiand Religibnto be 
Irae and right.,itben thy cannot' jou de-" 
nd it by force, and"ſo' free youty\ſ#bves" 
101 that. outward bond age whish Jour af 
'r for your Religion : 4 | 
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.. A. Our Faith doth give us ſuch an 
aſſurance, but yet we cannot ſtrive with 
our oppoſers and oppreſlours, nor any 
way by force of carnal weapons ſeek to 
defend it,for we know that it is ſufficient 
to defend it ſelf, & alſo to defend us that 
live in it, and our weapons are Spiritual 
and not carnal,& we fight the good fight 
of Faith in the power of the Prince of 
peace, and ſo we war againſt fin, but 
followes peace with all men, and can be 
ready in every office of love to doe 
wood, to ourpgreateſt enemnes, and here- 
in we have been ſufficiently proved to 
be a peacable people under every-power 
by which we have or dot ſuffer, and 
we have never reſiſted, nor ſought re- 
venge upon any, but in all things com- 
mits our cauſeunto God, in whoſe fight 
we ſtand approved, and he knows 
that as we are in words or appearance, 
even ſo weare the ſame in heart, and un- 


to his judgement and tryall we appeale 
m our innocency, and the principle - 
| is 


v 
-— 
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his life in every one doth bear witneſs 
for us, and all that hearken unto it, will 
receive a true evidence in themſelves. 
concerning our innocent and peaceable 
lite. 

Q. And doe you refer your tryal in all 
things to your own principle in others, 
which you ſay is Chriſt, the light, and 
life, and witneſs of God. 

A. Yes, We doe ſo, for as we know 
that all judgement in heaven and carth 
15 committed unto Chrilt, ſo we know 
that there 1s not another that can truly 
try or judge of us beſides him, and 
therefore we have boldneſs to refer our 
tryal in all things unto him alone as 
knowing that his tryal and judgement 
isaccoxding to truth in every man, and 
as our Faith isin him, ang our love unto 
him', fo we know that he will nct 
condemne the works of his own hands, ' 
but juſtifie the fruit of his own lite, po- 
wer and virtue, and his tryal and judge- 
ment will clearly evidence for us, that 
we arc his, and not our own. | 


H Confeſltion. 
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Confeſſion. It may now be perceived, 
that you do not hold or maintain the 
things that you do to be from your ſelves 
or in your own wills but from Chriſt the 
foundation and principle. 

A. Yes, it 1s plainly fo, for of our 


F ſelves we can do nothing, but through 


Chriſt, in whom vve haveour ſtrength, 
vve are able to doall. things; ſo that 
our ſufaciency is in him alone, and by 
his powerin us, all our good works are 
wrought for us, and-unto him they all 
return; that he in all things may have 
the preheminence, and the glory for 
EVeCr. 

Reſoived, Fr being Gs, there i 1s no good 
ground why you ſhould be called in que- 
{tzon, 'or any way ſuffer for your-Faith 
and Religion, ſeeing that what you do 
1s from the power of ' Chriſt, and his 


works arenot to be denyed by any, nor 


| - you to ſufter in any caſe for the faith you 


have in him, and the love you have to 
him 3 and ſceing that you deny your 
{elves in what you do ( which many 

hitherto 
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hitherto have thought you did not) and 


that you are willing to be tryed and 


: Judged according to the Judgment of : 


truth in Chriſt, you ought not in any 
wiſe to ſuffer by any other Tryal or Judg- : 
ment whatſoever ;z and all ſober, mo- 
derate people may be well fatished with 
this Demonltration; that your principle 
1s of God, and that:your faith and” love 
is unto 'God, and your good will unto 
all-men,. and none need not any farther 
ſtand in doubt 'of the truth of it, but 
may be fully perlwaded that you have 5 
Salvation and Eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt, 
which may overcome all that are yet 
contrary minded unto you, | to-joyne 
with your principle,. that they may be 
of your Faith and Religion, who are a 
people that loves God fo tingly, and 
lives amongſt men fo peaceably, which 
indeed doth clearly manifeſt your princi- 
ple and Religion tobe of God. 
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'A manifeſtation of Prayer in For- 
mality, and Prayer in the Spirit 
of Gd. 


T hath been a common Obſervation 
| £ through Agcs and Generations, to per- 
| form ſomething as a duty unto God by 
| way of Pravyer;8 this comman obſerva- 
| tion hath deſcended from one generation 
to another (ever lince the Apoſtacy en- 
tred ) in a cuſtomary and formal way, 
| ſtill obſerving the practice in words, and 
continuing the ſame as a duty unto God 
'jn the fame manner and form, not at all 
| regarding or conſidering the preſent 
want, or neceſlity of the preſent Age or 
Generation, nor the preſent ſtates and 
conditions of particular people,but pray- 
Ing in the ſame Words, and in the ſame 
Form, from time to time, and from ge- 
neration to generation; and ſoit flows, 
as a natural ſtream in a common and 
| culto- 
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cuſtomary practice, from one generati- 
on to another 3 and hence1t is that peo- ? 
ple continue asking but do not receive, 
becauſe they ask amiſs, not teeling #he 
Spirit that makes interceſſion. And fo. 
the Phariſees made long prayers, but re- 
ceived the greater damnaticn, becauſe 
they prayed not in the Spirit, bur jn the 
cuſtomary formality, which by the Spi- 
rit was condemned. And it is very ſad 
that people ſhould all their life-time be 
complaining and asking, and never come | 
to receive ſatisfaction : And this is the | 
common way of Prayer in this preſent 
generation, who have many pt ayers 1n 
formed words, and with their mouths 
do often repeat them, and in the forma- 
lity make a practice of them, and ſo at 
ſet-times, and in ſet-prayers, ſpend away 
their dayes, but feel not the Lord nor 
his goodneſs. And this common way of 
Prayer, now uſed in the common Wor- 
ſhip, never brings people to obtain, = 
keeps them alwayes askingz w here, | 


anſwerto the Commandments, they —_ 
H 3 CA 


— _ 
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© no this wiſe, Lord have mercy upon wu, 
| and cncline our hearts.to keep this Law ; 
. and write all theſe thy Laws in our hearts, 
' pe beſeech thee. Now, if they would en- 
F cline their hearts to the Spirit of God 
in themſelves, and obey it, then the Spi- 
rit would encline their hearts to keep 
Gog's Law, and the Spirit would write 
his Law 1n their hearts, and put it into 
their inward parts, and 1t would keep 
them that they ſhould not depart from 
| it, and there they would feel Gods mer- 
cies, and ſo come to receive ananſwer 
. of their Prayers : For when the heart of 
man doth not encline to the Spirit of 
God, its in rebellion againſt him, and 
 Gcd doth not ſhew mercy to the rebel- 
lious3 and fo people paſs over their time 
in words, but want the life which ſhould 
do them good 3 and when they come 
| to finiſh their dayes, their hearts areas 
far off from Gods Law, as the firſt day 
when they b&gan to pray, That he would 
encline therr hearts to keep 1t 3 and they 
* , have no aſſurance that God will ſhew 
| | them 
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them mercy, though they have been 


praying in words all their life-time. And 
likewiſe in anſwer to the Lettary, where 
they pray after this manner, Good Lord 
deliver us : And, We beſeech thee to hear 
#5 good Lord, And this is the fame in 
their latter dayes, as in the beginning 3 
and it is manifeſt that they are not de- 
livered: from thoſe things as in words 
they pray to be delivered from, nor are 
not heard in thoſe things which they 
beſeech the Lord to hear them in, and.” 
ſo they ſpend their dayes in obſerving a .} 
cuſtomary formality, ' and never come 
to-any aflurance that they are delivered, 
or that their requeſts are heard aud an- 
ſwered. And again, in that which they 
call the Creed, they confeſs they believe 
in God 3 now they that believe in God, 
their hearts are enclined to keep his Law, 
and he ſhews them mercy, and hears 
them, and delivers the, for they that 


'believein God, they do Mis will 3 and if 


any man do his will, him he heareth. 


And then again they confeſs, That they 
o &i: are 


are miſerable Fe. pw do thoſe things 
they ought not to do ; Andit ſo,thennot 
| Believers; for they that believe in Chriſt 
” arenot miſerable ſinners, neither do thoſe 


rhings they ought not to do, but by be- 


lieving in Chriſt they are faved, and he 
takes away their ſin that makes them 


miſcrable, and ſets them free from their | 


mitery, and they do thoſe things that 
are well-pleaſing in his fight; for they 
that truly believe in Chriſt, they do not 
. only confels rheir ſins, but alſo forſake 
them, and ſo find mercy with the Lord; 

and they are not alwayes complaining 
that they do thoſe things they ought not 
to. do, but know his Will and do it, and 
are bleſſed in their deed. And again, 
in that which they call the Lords Prayer, 
they generally ſay; Ozr Father : Now 
the Children of God are not miſerable 
finners, nor do not thoſe things they 
ought notto do; for, whoſoever 7s born 
of God, doth not commitfim : And, Who- 
ſoever f nneth, hath not ſeen him, neither 


knwmn him: And there are-not any that 
be- 
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believe in God, orcan call God Father 3 
in truth, but thoſe that are born of himz 
for thoſe that are born of fleſh and of 
blood, and of the will of man, they do ' 
not believe in God, neither can truly call 
God Father; for that is the nature in |! 
vvhich fin is committed, vvhich makes 
people miſerable, and that is the nature 
in which they do thoſe things they ought 
not to do,and that is the nature in which 
there is no ſaving healthz and there 1s 
not any prayer accepted of God, which 
in that nature is performed : for nonein | 
the fleſh can pleaſe God 3 and whatſoe- * 
ver 1s oftered unto him in that nature, he F 
doth not regard it, for it is the nature | 
from which all wickedneals proceedeth, 
and the prayers of the wicked are an abo- 
mination unto God. And though there 
may be many which may deny the com- 
mon vvay of Prayer,, as It 1s uſed in 
the common Worſhip, and ſet up ſome 
other way of Prayer, as more excellent ; 
yet whilſt the Fleſh, and. Blood, and 
Will of man conceives it, and performs 
It, 
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It, there is no difference in the ground, 
+ between that vvhich they deny, and 
|| that which they ſet up and practiſe,nei- 
| ther doth God regard it any more than 
| that which they deny. And though ſuch 
Prayers may not appear fo formal, as 
| thoſe that are commonly uſed in the 
| common Worſhip, yer they are concei- 
 vedin the very ſame womb, and do not 
| at all differ in the ground : for. as the 
t. Wiſdom of the fleſh hath compoſed fo 
many ſet-prayers in words, and hath 
preſcribed away to obſerve and practiſe 
| the ſame, and that none is either to add 
* or diminiſh as to vvhat is ſo compoſed 3 
* even ſotheſame Wiſdom may deny that 
preſcribed way, ns being forma], and 
may invent ſomething inſtead of it, ina 
higher miſtery of iniquity ; and though 
they may not ſpeak in ſuch formal com- 
poſed words, yet in the ſame Wiſdome 
their words are formal,not at all differing 

\ In the ground or conception, but only 
in the exprefſton and obſervation, and 
in their. practiſe it is as formal as that 
| vyhich 
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whichthey deny; for they have a con- * 


{tant obſervation by way of Prayer, m 
what they prattiſe, which m.1t ſelf is as 
| formal as the (et-prayers commonly uſed 
| in the common Worthip 3 for they can 
; | ſet their own time both to begin and to 
\ | make an end: and when they will they 
can. utter vvords, and vvhen they will 
they can be filentz and they have their 
own conceptions at command, and can 
| | either perform or not perform in their 
| owntime 3 and this 1s the uncleane part 
vyhich offers unto God, which he doth 
not accept, neither 1s any Prayer re- 
garded or accepted of God, but the 
Prayer which is oftered to hum by his 
cwn birth, 

So that theſe few things being ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered, it is manifeſt, that the 
way ct Prayer, asit 1s now commonly 
uſed , obferved, and practiſed in the 
commonWorlhip,1s not true prayr,buta 
bareformality, and not onely ſo, but alſo 
contradictory,& to 1snot performed with 
a right underſtanding 3 and it is as ma- 
nifelt 
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which are conceived and performed 
in the wiſdom of the fleſh, is not true 
Prayer,neither doth God regard it more 


then the other, becauſe it 1s performed ;; 


in the ſame nature, and differs in nothing 
but in the manner 3 and however they 


may difter in the practice, yet they meet 


in the ground , and are offered up in 


the unclean part, and ſo are not per-| 
formed with an underſtanding, as Prayer 


in the Spirit of God 1s. 


Now the Spirit of Life, which is ma- | 
nifeſt from God in every mans conſci- | 
ence, doth ſo enlighten him, as to make | 
him ſenſible that he 1s a ſinner, and in | 
himſelfis miſerable, and eternally liable }: 


tothe Wrath of God, without the Lord 
appear for him, and work his delive- 
rance; and as man takes heed tothat 
Spirit which doth ſo enlighten him,and 
makes manifeſt his condition to him, 
then the Spirit beginsto quicken and {tir 


up ſomething in him that deſires after |; 


God, and breathes after God, and the 
ſighs 


nifeſt that all other wayes of praying, hi 


Ol 
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| CONN 
S>fighs and groans begin to ariſe in a true 
©Jence of miſery, and the breathingsgo 
"Forth in the earneſt of the Spirit unto 
we od, and the cry ariſes for help and de- 
-iverance 3 and though that which is 
> ſquickened by the Spirit, to breath in 
-) the Spirit, be but as a babe in youngneſs, 
"and thatit doth not know what to pray 
for as It ought, but ſtands ſghing, and 


burdens, weights and loads that lye up- 
Jon it, yet the Spirit in that ſtate helpeth 
Jits infirmities, and makes requeſts for it 
according to the will of God, for the 
[Spirit knows what the Babe wants, and 
Iwith what it is burdened, and ſo makes 
interceſſion unto God foritz and in the 
Spitit the Babe hath acceſs to God 3 and 
though it be but young, yet it cryes 4b- 
ba, Father, and fo it breathesin the Spi- 
rit, and cryes in the Spirt, and prayes to 
the Father 1n the Spirit 3 and the ſighs 
and groans, do riſe from a true ſence of 
its own weakneſs, and the want of Gods 
Mercies 3 forit underſtandsin the Spirit 
what 


grocaning, and mcurning, in the {ence of- 


. xI0 
E * what it wants, kk CAablewhar bur-| b!1 
# denslyes' upon it, -and in the Spirit it| Vc 
draws nigh to God, and ſubmitsits ſelfe| d« 

ro the Throne of his Grace, and there] re 

tinds Grace'to help it in its need, for the| hi 

Spirit brings reliefe from the boſome of Ov 

the Father, and ſupplies the Babe in all] Þl 

Its wants, and every breathing is-mini-| b1 

ſtred unto by the Spirit 3 and herethe| ff 
Babe prays aright, and asketh according | as 
tothe will of God, and he hears its com-| re 
plainings, and in his compaſſion he 'an-} Sf 
[wereth-its' petitions, and ſo it comes to| te 
receive from his own-hand, and' he gives | P!1 
unto it daily bread, and nouriſhes it with | ur 
his own virtue, after which it breatheth, | ſe 
and ſtands by it to help it in the hour of} an 
temptation,and ſo the Babe begotten by} co 
. the Spirit, prays in the Spirit, and're-! 1n 
cerves from the Spirit, andis ſtrengthen-| 90 
ed with the virtue of the Spirit 3 and this thi 
is true prayer, though never a word be| the 
ſpoken through gtterance : for the Babe 
breaths in the Spirit and cryes in the Spi- | Na 
rit, and prayes in the Spirit 3 and as it ſo | Cel 
 - breathes 
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breaths, and cries,and prayesin ſecret,e- * 


ven fo the Father which ſeeth in ſecret, 
doth reward it openly,and by his power 


removes the burdens from 1t, - and with: 


his own hand lifteth up its head, in his 
own tine he delivereth 1t out of all trou- 
blesz and from its quickning and firſt 
breathing it goes on from {ſtrength to 
ſtrength, and from virtue to virtue, even 
asby the Spirit of the Lord 3 and:having 
received {trength in the Spirit, then by the 
Spirit it hath utterance grven,and can ut- 
ter words by the helpof the Spirit;and {0 
prayes: in the Spirit, and prayes/ with an 
underſtanding: and that whichit expret- 


| ſeth in words by the help of the Spirit, 


and by the ſtrength of the Spit, that is a 
comfort to every babe that is breathing 


' inthe ſame Spirit 3 and fo the babes be- 
gotten by the Spirit,pray in the unity of 


the ſpirit, and their prayers return into 
their bolome, aad are anſwered wirh 
a ſeal of the ſame fyirit, for they ask in the 
Name of Chriſt,andin his Name they re- 
celve.thelr ſatisfaction 3 and ſo here is a 
time 
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- time offighing, 8c groaning,8 mourning, 


o 


> & complaining;& a time of breathing,&& | 
& crying,&'praying; & a time of receiving, 
© - & rejoycing, wherein the babes of life & 


come to inherit that w'Þ they have brea-_ 
thed after,& ſo come to the living praiſes 


> pntoGod, who hath anſwered their prairs | 


in the riches of his Grace and Mercy. 

So all muſt come tothe ſpirit of God, by 
the ſpirit tobe ordered, and ceaſe from 
their own words & from their own time, 


* * and learntobeſilent until the ſpirit give 


them utterance for the Lord is weary of 


- all formality & hypocriſte, & he hath no 


pleaſurein any ſuch performances, for his 
Controverlie is againſt the Sox of Perditi- 
o0n,but he will exalt the £02 of bs Love; 8 


bleſied are they that are born of his lite, 


for whatſoever they askin his Name, their |, 


Petitions are anſwered, & their Requeſts | 


granted,&the prayrsofſuch are only ac- | 
cepted, -and notthe pmyrs of thoſe that 
think to be heard#for their much babling, 
who ha ve" many words, but not in the 
life. .>4...-:28 MR 50 IF 


SS THE END. 
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